
COMMENDAT ION  FOR  THE  DY ING

Prayers to comfort and assist the dying

Pastoral Care Ministry



"In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it 

were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 

there you may be also." 

 

John 14:2-3
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Leader: Let us begin by marking ourselves with the sign of the cross: 

            In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I commend you, my dear brother/sister, to almighty God, and entrust you to your 

Creator. 

May you return to him who formed you from the dust of the earth. 

May Holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints come to meet you as you go forth 

from this life. 

May Christ who was crucified for you bring you freedom and peace. 

May Christ who died for you admit you into his garden of paradise. 

May Christ, the true Shepherd, acknowledge you as one of his flock. 

May He forgive all your sins, and set you among those he has chosen. 

May you see your Redeemer face to face, and enjoy the vision of God forever. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us seek comfort in God's word 

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (14:1-6, 23, 27) 

The love of Jesus can raise us up from the sorrow of death to the joy of eternal life.

Jesus says: "Do not let your hearts be troubled; 

Trust in God still, and trust in me. 

There are many rooms in my Father's house; 

If there were not, I should have told you. 

I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a 

place, I shall return to take you with me; 

so that where I am you may be too. 

You know the way to the place where I am going." 

Thomas said, "Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?" 

Jesus said: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 

shall come to him and make our home with him. 

Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give you. (Continued on next page) 
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A peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid." 

Leader: God's word calls us to respond. Please join us in our responsorial psalm 

(Psalm 23) 

        RESPONSE: 

        The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Reader: 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R 

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness, no evil would I fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. R 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

All the days of my life. 

In the Lord's own house shall I dwell forever and ever. R

THE CHAPLET OF THE DIVINE MERCY
"Say unceasingly the Chaplet that I have taught 

you. Whoever will recite it, they will receive great 

mercy at the hour of death." Jesus to St. Faustina 

(Diary, 687) 

"By means of this image, I shall be granting many 

graces to souls; so let every soul have access to 

it...I promise that the soul that will venerate this 

image will not perish. I also promise victory over 

its enemies already here on earth, especially at the 

hour of death." (Diary, 570 and 48) 

The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy is recited using 

an ordinary Rosary with five decades.
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will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Hail Mary. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 

for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

The Apostle's Creed. I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of

sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

3. On the five big beads for each decade, pray The Eternal Father. Eternal 

Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of your dearly beloved 

Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ; in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 

4. On the 10 small beads of each decade, pray: For the sake of his sorrowful 

passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. (continued on next page)

1. Sign of the Cross: In the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Opening Prayer. You expired Jesus, but the 

source of life gushed forth for souls, and the 

ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. 

O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out 

upon us. 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the 

Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust 

in you. (repeat three times) 

2. Our Father. Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
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The Bible teaches us that we are "surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses" 

(Hebrews 12:1), who are the saints. Thus, those who are present with the dying "are 

encouraged to pray the litany of the saints — or at least some of its invocations — 

for him or her. Special mention may be made of the patron saints of the dying 

person, of the family, and of the parish." 

Leader: 

Lord, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

Holy Mary, Mother of God 

Holy angels of God 

Abraham, our father in faith 

David, leader of God's people 

All holy patriarchs and prophets 

St. John the Baptist 

St. Joseph 

St. Peter and St. Paul 

St. Andrew

St. John 

St. Mary Magdalene 

All: 

Lord, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

REPEAT STEPS 3 AND 4 FOR EACH DECADE 

5. Conclude with Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on 

us and on the whole world (repeat three times).

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion 

inexhaustible, look kindly upon us, and increase your mercy in us, that in difficult 

moments we may not despair, nor become despondent, but with great confidence, 

submit ourselves to Your holy will which is Love and Mercy itself. 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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St. Teresa 

   Other saints included here 

All holy men and women 

Lord, be merciful 

From all evil 

From every sin 

From Satan's power 

At the moment of death 

From everlasting death 

On the day of judgement 

By your coming as man 

By your suffering and cross 

By your death and rising to new 

life 

By your return in glory to the 

Father 

By your gift of the Holy Spirit 

By your coming again in glory 

Be merciful to us sinners 

Bring (N) to eternal life, first 

promised to him/her in baptism

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, save your people 

Lord, hear our prayer 

Lord, hear our prayer 

St. Stephen 

St. Ignatius

St. Lawrence 

St. Perpetua and St. Felicity 

St. Agnes 

St. Gregory 

St. Augustine 

St. Athanasius 

St. Basil 

St. Martin 

St. Benedict 

St. Francis and St. Dominic 

St. Francis Xavier 

St. John Vianney

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 

Pray for him/her 
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Leader: Let us pray 

            Welcome your servant (N), Lord, into the place of salvation which, because 

            of your mercy, he/she rightly hoped for. 

Response: Lord, save your people 

Deliver your servant, Lord, from every distress. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Noah from the flood. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Job from his sufferings. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Moses from the hand of the Pharaoh. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Daniel from the den of the lions. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Susanna from her false accusers. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered David from the attacks of Saul and 

Goliath. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Peter and Paul from prison. R 

Deliver your servant, Lord, through Jesus our Savior, who suffered death for us and 

gave us eternal life. R 

Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, we pray for your servant (N), and commend 

him/her to your mercy. For his/her sake, you came down from heaven; receive 

him/her into the joy of your kingdom. For though he/she has sinned, he/she has not 

denied the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, but has believed in God and has 

worshipped his/her Creator. Amen. 

LITANY OF THE SAINTS (CONT.)

THE ROSARY

The Rosary is a prayer of devotion to the Mother of Christ, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Before his death, Jesus entrusted to St. John the care of his Mother when he 

said, "Woman, behold your son...behold your mother" (John 19:26-27). In doing so, 

Jesus has also given us his Mother as our own Spiritual Mother. 
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1. Sign of the Cross: In the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Apostle's Creed. I believe in God, the 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; He descended 

into hell; on the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

there He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  

6

Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

2. Our Father. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (continued on next page)

The Sorrowful Mysteries 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

2. The Scourging at the Pillar 

3. The Crowning with Thorns 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion 

The Glorious Mysteries 

1. The Resurrection 

2. The Ascension 

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

4. The Assumption 

5. The Coronation of Mary

HOW TO PRAY THE ROSARY
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3. Three Hail Marys. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art 

thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

4. Glory Be, then announce the first mystery. Glory be to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. (Announce the first mystery) 

5. On the 10 small beads of each decade: Hail Mary 

6. After each decade, pray the Glory Be, the Fatima prayer, announce the next 

mystery, then pray the Our Father. 

        Glory Be. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it  

        was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

         

        Fatima Prayer. O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, 

        and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those who have most need of your       

        mercy. 

REPEAT STEPS 5 AND 6 FOR EACH DECADE 

Closing Prayer to Mary. Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our 

sweetness, and our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To you 

do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn, then, O 

most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy towards us. And after this, our exile, 

show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet 

Virgin Mary. 

Leader: Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

All: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. O God, whose only begotten Son, by his life, death, and resurrection, 

has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, grant, we beseech Thee, that by 

meditating upon these mysteries of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise, through the same 

Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOW TO PRAY THE ROSARY (CONT.)



FINAL PRAYER
Leader: Loving and merciful God, 

We entrust our brother/sister to your mercy. 

You loved him/her greatly in this life: 

Now that he/she is freed from all its cares, 

Give him/her happiness and peace forever.

The old order has passed away: 

Welcome him/her now into paradise 

Where there will be no more sorrow, 

No more weeping or pain, but only peace and joy with Jesus, your son, and the Holy 

Spirit forever and ever. 

All: Amen.

"Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his." 

Romans 6:4-5
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