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Serving Christ in the poor 
BY SARA FRANCIS 

Jeanne Besner coordinates the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Michael Catholic Community. 

Picture a severe bed bug infestation in your home but you didn’t 
have the resources or support network to leave for a few days 
while it was fumigated. This would have been the fate of a family 
in the community, if St. Michael’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
(SSVP) hadn’t stepped up to pay for a few nights’ hotel stay. One 
of the family members couldn’t be exposed to the chemicals due 
to allergies. 
 
“We try to give people a hand up so they can get themselves into 
a better situation,” said Jeanne Besner, St. Michael’s SSVP coor-
dinator. 
 
The SSVP is an international lay Catholic organization whose 
mission is to serve Christ in the poor with love and respect. With 

the economic downturn in recent years, the 40-member parish-
based chapter has been very active.   
 
“There is no question when there is an economic downturn, we 
get a lot more requests for food and emergency assistance to keep 
the power on and winter clothes for the kids,” said Besner.   
 
The people they serve are called friends. Often these are people 
who are on welfare and may need extra support. 
 
“They are living so close to the margin that any unexpected ex-
penditure makes it impossible to manage their regular housing, 
food, utilities. We often hear from people with exceptional cir-
cumstances.” 

“We evangelize through our presence, not through our preaching.” 

Continued on page 2 
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Sometimes it’s middle to higher income earners who have been 
laid off as a result of the economic downturn who turn to SSVP. 
 
“They have a house, a mortgage, a car. They don’t have a job. 
They did have reserves, but after living without an income for two 
or three years everything they had saved up is gone. And now 
they are unable to keep the power on in the house,” said Besner.   
 
People hear about SSVP through word of mouth or referrals from 
other agencies. With every request, a volunteer performs a thor-
ough assessment of the situation before offering assistance. Each 
month, several volunteers deliver 30 food hampers, assisting 
roughly 50 adults and children. 
 
“We are very lucky because we get strong (financial) support 
from our parishioners,” said Besner. St. Michael’s is able to share 
its resources with other SSVP parish chapters. At Christmas, it 
provides 30 food hampers to St. Bernard’s Parish in Parkdale, and 
other requests for rent assistance as the need arises. 
 
The Society serves people of all backgrounds and religions. And 
while the volunteers don’t overtly talk about their Christian faith, 
sometimes the people they serve ask to know more. Currently, 
Besner brings a woman and her child from a shelter to Sunday 
Mass, and another volunteer brings a refugee family to the 
church.   
 
“We evangelize through our presence, not our preaching,” said 
Besner.    
 
She counts herself among the dedicated volunteer base for whom 
ministering to Christ through the poor is very rewarding. 
 
“It makes you extremely grateful for what you have. We encoun-
ter so often that except by the grace of God we could be in their 
shoes. We learn to be non-judgemental. They may be women flee-
ing violence and trying to make it on their own. They might be 
immigrants who have been professors in their home country, but 
they can’t get a job here and need to work at Safeway,” said Bes-
ner.   
 
“There’s a lot of joy and satisfaction that comes from helping 
somebody in need. And sometimes it’s just down right dishearten-
ing and that’s when you are grateful for what you have.” 

40 Days for Life, an international prayer ministry. 
 
“We are always willing to help women on their way to the clinic 
get the resources they need for themselves and for their child. 
We are pro-life for both of them,” said the retired lawyer. “We 
do that by peacefully praying for women and showing our will-
ingness to support them with our signs.” 
 
Currently, there is a court injunction which already restricts free-
dom of expression and peaceful assembly near the clinic. For 
example, no more than four people may stand any closer than 
across the street from the clinic to express their views.  
 
According to Bout, Bill 9 is an attack on all Albertans who value 
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. In the future, in-
dividuals or groups who want to protest other causes could also 
face similar restrictions.  
 
“We are there to tell them they have other choices, even though 
other people in their lives may not be telling them that,” said 
Bout. Keeping the baby or placing a baby up for adoption are 
choices she hopes women would consider.  

 
For the past four years that Bout has been involved with 40 Days 
for Life, she has received verbal attacks from other people. 

 
“We are frequently called horrible names. Highly graphic and 
extremely offensive names simply because we are standing there 
holding loving, supportive signs. Recently, a woman was stand-
ing across the street and was pelted with eggs,” said Bout. 

 
“There are lots of battles in our faith. When we are on the front-
line battling for the Lord, if we are not being persecuted, we are 
not doing what He asked. Because he says if you are proclaim-
ing the Gospel in my name, you will be persecuted and that’s a 
good sign,” said Bout. 
 
“If our standing across from the clinic praying and holding signs 
was not adversely impacting the business of the clinic, there’s 
no way they would have asked for this legislation. I take some 
comfort in that.  
 
“But this battle belongs to the Lord and I can only do what He 
gives me the grace and the knowledge and courage to do – and 
after that, I just turn it over to the Lord.”  

Abortion clinic bill attacks 
Albertans’ freedom 

40 Days for Life shares a message of hope rarely 

heard in the abortion issue. 

BY SARA FRANCIS 

Across the street from Kensington Clinic, Karen Bout peacefully 
prays for an end to abortion throughout the year. However, her 
right to do so may soon be taken away.  
 
The NDP Government wants to pass Bill 9 – a piece of legisla-
tion making it illegal for people like Bout to peacefully gather 
and express their views within a 50-metre radius of the abortion 
clinic. Offenders could be fined up to $10,000.  
 
“I’m there to give a voice to the unborn who are human beings,” 
said Bout, the volunteer coordinator for St. Michael’s chapter of 

Volunteers from St. Michael’s 40 Days for Life outside Kensington Clinic. 

(Photo: Karen Bout) 
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Hundreds of elementary students will be receiving their sacra-
ments this spring.  
  
A combined 237 Grade 2 students and older have been enrolled in 
the First Reconciliation/First Eucharist sacrament preparation pro-
gram this year. And last month, about 102 Grade 6 students and 
adults have received the sacrament of Confirmation.  
  
“My hope is that the families understand that the sacrament jour-
ney is only a beginning and not a check mark in a list of things to 
do in a school year,” said Maureen Ross, St. Michael’s Sacrament 
Preparation Coordinator. 
 
“This sacrament journey is not a ‘one and done’ but a ‘one and 
begun’ with their family from this point, and wherever the Lord 
guides them and their children. It’s very gratifying to hear from 
parents that their own spiritual journey had a boost from teaching 
and learning alongside their children. It gives me great hope for 
our faith and how it continues to make a difference in the world.” 
 
Ross heads up a large volunteer team comprised of teachers, par-
ents, high school students, religious and parishioners, who are 
spiritually preparing the children to receive the inward gift of 
grace through the outward sign of the sacrament.  
  
“Most of our volunteers don’t have children in these programs 
anymore, but they recognize that we need enthusiastic parishion-
ers who love children, and who love our Lord, and want the two 
to have a lifelong relationship,” said Ross. “They are passionate 
about the sacrament journey for families. Sacraments are for the 
community.” 
 
2018 will be the last year the parish uses it’s in-house program 
before switching to a diocesan-wide program at Bishop William 
McGrattan’s request. It will ensure every child receives consistent 
formation. For example, the sacrament of Reconciliation will pre-

cede the sacrament of Eucharist. It will also allow for flexibility 
with scheduling conflicts — families can attend a class at a dif-
ferent parish, offering the same lesson, but at a different time.  
  
Michelle DeCicco has three children aged 15, 13 and 11. Once 
her youngest child completes Confirmation, all her children will 
have received their sacraments.   
  
“My children are being brought up in the Catholic faith, so it’s 
vitality important they receive their sacraments as part of their 
continuing Catholic faith. I also believe it’s important they un-
derstand what they’re receiving, so they go through the prep.   
  
“I’m a firm believer in helping your child, but I’m also a firm 
believer in them helping themselves because it’s their journey, 
not ours,” said DiCicco.  
  
She tries to help her children in their faith journey by attending 
Mass each Sunday and encouraging them to get involved in the 
life of the church outside of Mass.    
  
St. Michael’s has an active youth ministry program. All students 
in grades 4-6 are invited to attend Roots on Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8 p.m., while those in grades 7-12 are invited to Call-
ing Youth every first Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  
  
The next intake for sacrament preparation begins in September.   
 

Sacrament preparation for 
a lifelong faith journey 

“This sacrament journey is not a ‘one and done’ but 

a ‘one and begun,’ says Maureen — Sacrament Prep-

aration Coordinator at St. Michael’s. 

BY SARA FRANCIS 

Bishop McGrattan during Confirmation Mass on May 6, 2018. 

Trombone, bagpipes, French horn, trumpet and tuba — these are 
but a few of the instruments Kevin Ponte knows how to play. The 
St. Michael’s parishioner is a music prodigy of sorts. His talent 
has afforded opportunities such as playing bagpipes in the Calga-
ry Stampede and for Queen Elizabeth as she entered Canada 
House in London, England.  

Come, follow me: Kevin’s 
journey to the priesthood 

Kevin Ponte, parishioner of St. Michael’s, shares his 

discernment and vocation story which led him to the 

seminary. 

BY SARA FRANCIS 

Kevin at St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton. 

Continued on next page 
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 At 19, Ponte was featured in the Calgary Herald for his musical 
ingenuity. He was heralded as an emerging composer for a piece 
he wrote that was performed by the Calgary Youth Wind Ensem-
ble.  
 
Ponte has a history of exceeding people’s expectations for his age. 
You would never guess that he is only 22-years-old. In the words 
of Shakespeare, the world is one’s oyster for this poised, articu-
late, courteous, gifted yet down-to-earth young man. 
 
With a letter of acceptance to a masters program in conducting at 
an American university in one hand and an application to the sem-
inary in the other, you can imagine the difficult decision Ponte 
had before him.   
 
He chose the road less traveled.  
 
Today, he is one of 11 seminarians for the Diocese of Calgary, 
being in his first of seven years of study at St. Joseph’s Seminary 
in Edmonton. And so far, so good.     
 
“It’s been a wild ride, but it’s been a very joyful ride. I’m very 
happy with where I’m at now.” 
 
Kevin wasn’t always a practicing Catholic. In fact, his return to 
the Church was rather recent. 
 
“I went to St. Peter’s. It was Wednesday Dec. 23, 2015. I still re-
member the date. I knelt behind the screen and said ‘bless me Fa-
ther for I have sinned. It has been 12 years since my last confes-
sion.  
 
“I was expecting to hear ‘Get out! You’ve been gone too long. No 
forgiveness for you.’ But instead, on the other side of the screen it 
was: ‘Right on brother, welcome home. What’s been weighing 
heavy on your heart? 
 
“That was really comforting in that moment. Just this mercy 
washing over me. I’ll never forget that experience.”  
 
To this day, Ponte isn’t aware if Fr. Jerome Lavigne knows that 
confession played a pivotal role in his return to the Catholic faith.  
 
Ponte and his year-and-a-half older sister were raised Catholic. 
His first seven years were spent attending St. James Church until 
his family moved parishes to St. Michael’s, where his parents still 
attend. At 13, his mom was diagnosed with breast cancer and, 
with his father working in Texas at the time, it was difficult to 
continue going to church so the family took a pause. Then in high 
school he stopped believing in God altogether. It wasn’t until his 
university days, when he attended an Extraordinary Form of the 
Mass, also referred to as the Tridentine Mass, for the first time. 
 
“I was blown away by the beauty and regal ceremony of the litur-
gy, and I was really captivated by the person of the priest; how 
precise and reverent he was while at the altar and during Mass,” 
said Ponte. It was the catalyst for him to start learning about the 
Catholic faith.  
 
In his quest for truth, he studied all the major world religions at 
university, which helped him narrow down his search to Christi-
anity and, specifically, Catholicism. He was living in two worlds 
for a while – going to church each Sunday, yet still being content 
with who he was before his reversion.  
 
Another piece of the puzzle was making genuine friendships. In 
his last year of university, he got involved with a campus ministry 
called Catholic Christian Outreach. He took a six-week discovery 

faith study which is based on a clear and concise presentation of 
the gospel message, the kerygma.  
 
“I joke and call it my safe space on campus. It’s where I could 
go and be with these like-minded people,” said Ponte. “The 
friendships I have now are so much more authentic. They were 
all superficial before. Everyone is presenting themselves, so they 
are well-liked and popular. It was refreshing to go to CCO and 
be myself and be accepted for that.”     
 
As a child, he had always been drawn to service professions: 
police officer, firefighter, soldier. At 16, he joined the army re-
serves.  
 
“Through my study of Catholicism, I was really attracted to the 
role of the priest in the community — what he does, what he 
offers to the people…this life of service. 
 
“During the course of university, I asked what’s the best way to 
be of service to God and his people. I took that to prayer and it 
kept coming back – priesthood, priesthood, maybe you’re called 
to the priesthood.”  
 
But Ponte dismissed the idea, thinking he was too new to the 
faith and too terrible a sinner. This thinking changed over a cup 
of coffee with the former associate pastor of St. Michael’s. Pon-
te shared his story with Fr. Cristino Bouvette and they began 
meeting regularly for spiritual direction.  
 
When Ponte realized he may in fact have a calling to the priest-
hood and wanted to pursue it, his parents were initially con-
cerned. Bouvette met Ponte’s parents on a few occasions and he 
was quick to put their minds at ease.  
 
“He said my parents felt the same way, you are not the first peo-
ple who have had their son go off to seminary and you won’t be 
the last. There are ways to cope, I suppose...it was a tough expe-
rience to go through for a few months, but we are stronger as a 
family now.”  
 
The bonds Ponte has made during his first year of seminary with 
the 15 other seminarians from across Western Canada has a fam-
ily-like quality.   
 
“It can be hard to get along with everybody when you are with 
the same people 24/7, but we all get along really well. We ad-
dress each other as brothers now.”  
 
Ponte has a few words of advice for young people: “Don’t be 
afraid to take a leap. If you feel a door is being opened to you, 
you owe it to yourself to at least step in and look around.” 
 
He also has some advice for St. Michael’s parishioners and 
Catholics in general: “Don’t be afraid to encourage young men 
and women to explore the possibility of religious life. I think 
that was beneficial to me. I wish I would have heard it earlier.” 
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When five-year-old Patrick 
Fisher was baptized last 
May, it prompted his par-
ents Lawrence and Alexan-
dra to consider their own 
baptismal call. 
 
Their interest in Catholi-
cism grew as they prepared 
their son for his baptism. 
The couple felt the best 
way to support Patrick in 
his faith life would be to 
join him in his journey, so 
they enrolled in St. 
Michael’s Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adult pro-
gram that following Sep-
tember. 
 
“I was increasingly con-

cerned with what seems to be an attack on Judeo-Christian values 
in our basic culture. I think I’d taken my Christianity for granted 
for many years and it started to increasingly gnaw on me,” said 
Lawrence Fisher. “My wife and I decided we needed to raise our 
son in a Christian and especially Catholic life.”   
 
The Fishers were among the four catechumens and three candi-
dates to join the Church at St. Michael’s Easter Vigil in April. “It 
was a surreal experience. It blew my expectations,” said Law-
rence.  
 
He felt a connection with St. Michael’s from the moment he 
walked in to register his son for baptism a year and a half ago.  
 
“The minute I walked in to St. Michael’s, there was a comfort 
level. It’s just a very welcoming place. As we started to attend 
Mass on Sunday and meet more people –– it’s just a wonderful, 
wonderful church.”  
 
The nine-person RCIA team plays a pivotal role in creating a 
sense of welcome for newcomers.  
 
“I love them like I love my own children,” said Sandy Leia, St. 
Michael’s RCIA coordinator. “I’m a cradle Catholic, but I experi-
enced deep conversion 15 years ago. That made me want to help 
people fall in love with Christ and His Church...(coordinating 
RCIA) is definitely a calling. I feel I’m exactly where I’m sup-
posed to be.”  
 
The RCIA team journeys with the catechumens and candidates 
through increasing levels of commitment. Leia uses a relationship 
analogy to describe the RCIA journey – moving from a dating 
relationship, to engagement, and then marriage at the Easter Vigil 
when they join the Church.  
 

From September to Pentecost, the group met at church every 
Thursday at 7 p.m. This year, the meetings have been open to 
any parishioner interested in refreshing their knowledge of the 
Catholic faith. Among those who audited the course, one person 
received the sacrament of Reconciliation after a 10-year hiatus.  
 
New this year, when someone inquires about RCIA at any point 
in the year, they will be guided into an appropriate parish pro-
gram or ministry to suit their needs until the RCIA begins in the 
fall. And for the first time, participants did a six-week Discovery 
Faith Study during the initial inquiry phase in the fall. It’s a re-
source designed by the Ottawa-based lay movement Catholic 
Christian Outreach to help people develop a personal relation-
ship with Christ. For Lawrence, the turning point in his faith 
journey was the lesson about the return of the Prodigal Son.  
 
“For me that was where it went to the next level. It wasn’t just a 
theoretical journey. That was where the heart connected with the 
theory.”  
 
The final phase of the official RCIA program is bittersweet for 
the Fisher family. The team members “are just tremendous peo-
ple. In a way, it’s almost going to be a little sad that the program 
is over. You really get connected when you are spending that 
quality time with people,” said Lawrence.  
 
Easter isn’t the destination – it’s the launching point, said Leia. 
The group is invited to take a six-week CCO faith study to keep 
the momentum going through the summer and help deepen their 
life of faith. Once the program starts back up in the Fall, all are 
welcome to attend.  

Stories of our faith: Meet 
the Fishers 

When their five-year old son was baptized last year, 

Lawrence and Alexandra had to consider their own 

baptismal call. 

BY SARA FRANCIS 

St. Michael’s CWL is back 

BY SARA FRANCIS 

St. Michael’s Catholic Women’s League has been resurrected, 
and Pascale Kanbour is at the helm.  
 
While St. Michael’s CWL doesn’t officially launch until Sep-
tember, a small group of about six women are busy praying for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit for the future direction of the 
group.   
 
“I ask God and the Holy Spirit to guide me. Everything I do, I 
surrender it to God. If it’s meant to be I’ll follow it. If not I’ll 
ask Him to shut the door,” said Kanbour. 
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Originally from Beirut, Lebanon, Kanbour was raised in a faith-
filled, spiritual home by devout Christian parents. She moved to 
Canada 30 years ago with her husband Ben, and together they 
have three sons and two daughters. 
 
Speaking with Kanbour, it’s evident that she maintains a prayerful 
spiritual life. Kanbour said she is praying about how the St. 
Michael’s CWL chapter can be most effective proclaiming the 
Gospel to all people, evangelizing youth, promoting family val-
ues, and sharing God’s love, hope, mercy, and healing with the 
needy.  
 
The CWL is a national organization rooted in gospel values call-
ing its members to holiness through service to the people of God. 
Most parishes have a CWL group.  
 
While Kanbour is new to the CWL, she’s attended St. Michael’s 
for about 16 years and served with several ministries including 
Alpha, healing and women-centred ministries, and as a Eucharis-
tic Minister. 
 
When the arm of St. Francis Xavier relic visited St. Michael’s last 
January, Kanbour was so moved by the whole event that she felt 
God calling her to deeper conversion.  
 
“I came and spent the whole time in prayer. During the prayer, I 
was in tears and crying. I didn’t know what was going on. I’d 
been to other saints’ relics. But the way (St. Francis Xavier) said 

‘Lord here I am, take me wherever you want to take me.’ He 
was totally new, unequipped, nothing, (that humility), that sur-
render – (it) touched me.  
 
“I’ve been involved in many things, but I felt ready for some-
thing new and different, bigger. I don’t know what is my calling 
in that, but I’m open to where God’s taking me. I said ‘God 
what is it that you want from me? You equip the unequipped.’” 
 
The following day, Kanbour heard about CWL starting up at St. 
Michael’s and while she didn’t know anything about it, her in-
terest was piqued. At the first meeting in January, Kanbour went 
to volunteer with the group. As the new executive was being 
selected, everyone pointed at Kanbour for president. Fr. John 
Nemanic, the group’s spiritual director, gave his blessing and 
she accepted.  
 
“I guess God will guide me like St. Francis. Send me whatever 
you want Lord,” said Kanbour.   
 
Women of any age and background are welcome to join CWL at 
St. Michael’s every second Tuesday of the month. The CWL 
had their installation of officers on May 15, during the month of 
Mary. They hope to do a wine and cheese event at the end of 
summer to launch the new year.  
 
“God has a plan. We are just going along,” said Kanbour. 

Like what you read? 
These stories are just six of the many different ways through which St. Michael’s makes a difference in the 
lives of those in our parish community and beyond, whether spiritually or temporally. 

From local charities to an international children’s mission, giving to St. Michael’s makes you a part of build-
ing up the Kingdom of God in ways more than you can imagine. 

To learn more about how you can help, visit saintmichael.ca/giving 
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Weekend Masses: 
Saturday: 5 p.m.  

Sunday: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday-Friday: 9 a.m. 

Tuesday: 7 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. 

 
Reconciliation: 

Friday: 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration: 

Every first Friday: 24 hours  
Beginning  9:30 a.m. 

All other Fridays: 9:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Hospital Visits 
If you have a family member or you have the 

permission of someone in the hospital who 

would like a visit by one of our priests to  

receive Anointing of the Sick, please call the  

Parish Office at 403-249-0423 ext. 115. 

For after-hours emergency situations, call  

403-231-9505 

 

Keep in Touch 
Join Flocknote by texting SMCYYC to 514-900-

0130 or by visiting flocknote.com/smcyyc.  

Also, follow us online at @saintmichaelyyc. 

Glad to have you here! 
We welcome new parishioners  

and visitors. We’d love to see you again! 

Please register at the Parish Office, or online at 

www.saintmichael.ca 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

Kids’ Kingdom Update 
Please note that there will be no Kids’ Kingdom this Sunday, May 27. Instead, there 
will be a year-end gathering with food and snacks after the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Masses in the Kids’ Kingdom room. 

 

First Holy Communion 
May 26/27 and June 2/3 

105 children will be receiving their First Holy Communion during Mass this week-
end: May 26 (5 p.m. Mass)/ Sunday, May 27 (9 a.m. Mass), and 59 children next 
weekend: June 2 (5 p.m. Mass)/Sunday, June 3 (9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses). As a 
faith community, please pray for all these children — that their reception of our 
Lord in Holy Communion may lead them to a deeper and lifelong love for him. 

 

Women’s Ministry: Evening Retreat 
Wednesday, May 30 at 7 p.m. 

The Women’s Ministry will be having an evening retreat on Wednesday, May 30. 
There will be a faith sharing from one of our parishioners, Hilary Vos, followed by 
praise and worship. All women are invited to attend. 

 

Presentation on Steve Bollman’s Latest Program: What is Love? 
Thursday, May 31 at 7 p.m. 

Steve Bollman, founder of Paradisus Dei and author of That Man is You! will be 
coming to St. Michael’s to promote his new DVD program series What is Love? An 
Outreach to Catholic Millennials. To register for this presentation, please email 
tmiy@saintmichael.ca.  

 

24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration 
Friday, June 1 at 9:30 a.m. 

There will be 24-hour Eucharistic Adoration next Friday, June 1 beginning right 
after the 9 a.m. Mass. Spend time with Jesus before the Blessed Sacrament and 
sign up for timeslots online at saintmichael.ca/events, or at the sign up sheet out-
side the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

 

The Covenant of Marriage 
Friday, June 1 at 7 p.m. 

The Marriage Ministry is inviting married couples on Friday, June 1 to an evening 
with Fr. Pilmaiken as he speaks about the covenant of marriage. This is a free 
event, but RSVP is required. Please do so at saintmichael.ca/events. 
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Events & Announcements 

 

Moms and Tots Group 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Calling all moms with little ones at home who are interested in coming together 
with other moms for coffee and fellowship! If you know a mom who would be 
interested in joining, please invite them. We will meet in the Nursery on Thursday 
mornings, after the 9 a.m. Mass. Please share this invitation with other families in 
our parish. 

 

Share Sunday: Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Weekend of June 2-3 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP) will be handing out grocery bags for 
Share Sunday at all Masses on the weekend of June 2-3. Please return your dona-
tions at the SSVP donation bin over the subsequent weekends. 
 
We thank you for your ongoing generosity in helping us meet the needs of our 
less-fortunate neighbours. Summertime is not necessarily easy for all — your on-
going donations will enable us to continue relieving the burdens of the poor over 
the summer months. If you are aware of someone in difficulty due to unemploy-
ment, extraordinary expense, etc. please refer them to us. All calls are kept in 
strict confidence. You can reach us at 403-249-0423 ext. 122. 

 

Corpus Christi Sunday: Eucharistic Adoration 
Sunday, June 3 from noon to 4 p.m. 

Parishioners are invited to spend some time with Jesus before the Blessed Sacra-
ment on Corpus Christi Sunday. Adoration will begin with a short procession to 
the Day Chapel after the 11 a.m. Mass, and will end at 4 p.m. 

 

Potluck Sunday 
Sunday, June 3 after the 5 p.m. Mass 

We’re inviting you, your family, and a friend to an evening of food and fellowship 
on Sunday, June 3 after the 5 p.m. Mass. Please bring a hot or cold food item 
ready to serve. 

 

Taste of the World (TOTW) 
Saturday, June 9 after the 5 p.m. Mass 

Would you like to share the flavors of your native country with St. Michael’s?  
Taste of the World is back! Sell small, one dollar-portions of your home-cooked 
food on Saturday, June 9 by signing up as a TOTW vendor at the gathering area. 
Tickets for the public will be sold after Mass this weekend.  

 

Cemetery Masses 
June 13 and June 14 

You are invited to the annual Catholic cemetery memorial Masses with Bishop 
McGrattan at St. Mary’s Cemetery on Wednesday, June 13 at 7:30 p.m., and at 
Eden Brook Cemetery on Thursday, June 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

One Rock 2.0: Pre-Register Now 
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018 at St. Michael’s 

Calling Catholic young adults ages 18-35! One Rock 2.0 seeks to inspire, challenge, 
and equip young Catholics to be protagonists in the New Evangelization. This 
year’s speakers include Patrick Coffin, Lizzie Reezay, and Brian Holdsworth. Visit 
www.onerock.ca to register now!  

For toddlers to grade 3.  

This Sunday: Year-end gathering after the  

9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses 

Contact Alison at  

403-249-0423 ext. 125 or 

astraface@saintmichael.ca 

For kids in grades 4-6.  

Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

Let loose, have fun, and grow in faith!  

Contact Alison at  

403-249-0423 ext 125 or 

astraface@saintmichael.ca 

 

Youth in grades 7 to 12 

are invited every first 

Thursday of the month. 

Thursday , June 7   

at 6:30 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Our role is to reach out to  

those who call us and meet  

them where they are.  

If you are in need of assistance, please call  

403-249-0423 ext. 122. 

Knights of Columbus   
If you feel there is a need that the 

Knights of Columbus can support,  

please contact Larry Wagner at  

403-249-0423 ext. 115. 

 
 

Catholic Women’s League 
St. Michael’s Catholic Women’s 

League (CWL) welcomes all wom-

en ages 16+. General Meetings 

every 3rd Tuesday of the month 

at 7:30 p.m. For more info, visit 

saintmichael.ca/cwl. 
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Events & Announcements 

 

Shipwrecked: Vacation Bible School 
9 a.m. to noon on July 9-13 and July 16-20 

We are in need of adult volunteers to lead stations for the children this Summer. 
No experience necessary — everything is planned and laid out in day by day les-
sons. Gadgets, games, Bible adventures—we promise you will have fun! Camp is 
July 9-13 and July 16-20, from 9 a.m. to noon each day. If you are available and 
would like to help, please email Alison at astraface@saintmichael.ca.  

 

For children: there are only a handful of spots left in our first week of Bible camp, 
and the second week is filling up as well. Please register your kids at the parish 
office as soon as possible.  

 

Request for Used Eyeglasses 
Ever wondered what to do with your used eyeglasses and sunglasses? The Cana-
dian Lions Eyeglass Recycling Centre (CLERC) collects used eyeglasses where vol-
unteers clean, sanitize, print prescriptions, package, then ship them to over 80 
countries where people can’t afford to purchase eyeglasses. To donate your used 
eyeglasses or sunglasses, please drop them off (without the case) in the Lions 
Club box near the bulletin board in the gathering area. Used hearing aids are also 
collected since they are in huge demand wordlwide. For more information, please 
contact Blair at 403-217-1465 or visit www.clerc.ca. 

 

Sacrament Preparation: Thank You 
A big thank-you to Maureen and her Sacrament Preparation volunteers for pre-
paring all the children who will receive their First Holy Community during the next 
two weekends. Please keep them in your prayers! 

 

What’s On This Week 
 

Monday, May 28: 

Roots: 6:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, May 29: 

ELL: 10 a.m. 

Rosary Group: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, May 30: 

Mount Royal University Tour: 9:30 a.m. 

Women’s Ministry Evening Retreat: 7 p.m. 

12 Step Program: 8 p.m. 

 

Thursday, May 31: 

The Wild Goose: 10 a.m. 

Moms and Tots: 9:30 a.m. 

Diocesan Sacrament Prep Training: 1 p.m. 

 

Friday, June 1: 

24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 a.m. 

St. Francis High School Mass: 10 a.m. 

Wedding (Canizales-Espinoza): 3 p.m. 

Altar Training: 7 p.m. 

Marriage Ministry: 7 p.m. 

 

Saturday, June 2: 

 Altar Training: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, June 3: 

Baptism: 1 p.m. 

Altar Training: 2 p.m. 

Potluck Sunday: 6 p.m. 

Pastoral Care Masses 
 

Amica (10 Aspenshire Drive SW) 

3rd Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Cedars Villa (3330 8 Ave. SW) 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
 

Wentworth Court (5717 14 Ave. SW) 

 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Wentworth Manor (5717 14 Ave. SW) 

                                   4th Tuesday at 3 p.m. 

Aaron L. 

Aaron Z. 

Adam 

Agustina 

Alex 

Alexa 

Alexander 

Ali 

Allison 

Amelia M. 

Amelia Mc. 

Andrew 

Angel 

Angela 

Asher 

Ashlyn 

Ava 

Avelina 

Axel 

Beckham 

Ben 

Cadie 

Caitlynn 

Caleb 

Callum 

Carlos 

Catherine 

Cayden 

Chrys 

Cian 

Cole 

Daniel A. 

Daniel D. 

Daniel K. 

Daniel C. 

 Danielle 

Dominic 

Duncan 

Dylan 

Eileen 

Ella 

Ellie 

Emilio 

Emily 

Emmett 

Enzo 

Erfyl 

Erica 

Erik 

Ethan 

Eva 

Ezra 

Felix 

Fiorela 

Fynn 

Gabriel 

Gabriella 

Grace 

Graham 

Harlow 

Harry 

Hayley 

Henryk 

Hunor 

Iby 

Isabel 

Isabella C. 

Isabella U. 

Isabelle 

Isla M. 

Isla S. 

Jack 

Jacob 

Jade 

Jaedan 

James T. 

James W. 

Jayden 

JC 

Joe 

John  

Jonah 

Julia 

Kal 

Kata 

Kathlene 

Kian 

Kyla D. 

Kyla R. 

Kyle M. 

Kyle P. 

Lauren 

Laurent 

Lennon 

Leo 

Levi 

Lexie 

Liam 

Liliana 

Lindo 

Logan B. 

Logan K. 

Lohan 

Luca P. 

Luca S. 

Lucas 

Lulu 

Lyric 

Madeline 

Madison J. 

Madison 

M. 

Mailyn 

Makayla 

Marcel 

Marco 

Maria 

Matthew 

B. 

Matthew S. 

Matthew S. 

Max P. 

Max S. 

Michael 

Mikaela 

Mikayla 

Mitch 

Morgan 

Natalia 

Natalie 

Nathaly 

Nathanial 

Nic 

Nicolas L. 

Nicolas R. 

Noah 

Olivia 

Owen 

Paola 

Paolo 

Pascale 

Patricia 

Poet 

Presley 

Priya 

Quentin 

Quinn 

Rayna 

Rebecca 

Reese 

Renzel 

Rhovin 

Riyanika 

Robyn 

Rodney 

Rowan 

Ryan 

Samuel 

Sean 

Serena 

Sese 

Sophia 

Sophie 

Thomas 

Tobias 

Trystan 

Valentina 

Warner 

Will M. 

Will P. 

Zara 

Zeus 

Zoe N. 

Zoe P. 
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Mass Intentions 

Saturday, May 26—St. Philip Neri 

9 a.m. : Janina Haladyna + 

5 p.m. : Mark J. Popp + 

 

Sunday, May 27—Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

9 a.m. : Emma Radziniski  +  

11 a.m. : Everyone/St. Michael 

5 p.m. : Urbain Fortin + 

 

Monday, May 28 

9 a.m. : Intentions of Mankiewicz Family  

 

Tuesday, May 29 

7 p.m. : Todd White + 

 

Wednesday, May 30 

9 a.m. : Nidia Murillo + 

10 a.m. : Scott Stoodley + (Cedars) 

 

Thursday, May 31—The Visitation of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary 

9 a.m. : Peter Swerhone + 

 

Friday, June 1—St. Justin 

9 a.m. : Joseph Cigan + 

 

Saturday, June 2 

9 a.m. : Todd White + 

5 p.m. : Ricardo Gutierrez + 

 

Sunday, June 3—Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 

9 a.m. : Anthonio Galamay Jr. +  

11 a.m. : For Everyone/St. Michael 

5 p.m. : Carolyn Finley + 

 

 

 

Featured Content 
 

All too often, science is employed as a means of disproving Christiani-
ty. In this week’s FORMED pick of the week, Fr. Robert Spitzer—

expert in physics, philosophy, and theology—debunks the myth of 
the “incompatible” relationship between faith and science by dis-

cussing the origin of the universe. 

 

Listen at saintmichael.formed.org 

Quarterly Income Statement in CAD 000s — Q1 2018 
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Eternal Springs Columbarium 
The Columbarium at St. Michael’s offers a consecrated and sacred space 

where the cremated remains of departed loved ones rest in perpetuity.  

For pricing or more information, please contact Rosalie at  

403-249-0423 ext. 124, or columbarium@saintmichael.ca. 

Please Pray For: 
Lolita Alcazar 

Brenda Arseneault 

Jim Beckie 

Carmon Bonnet 

Mervin Brigidear 

Bert Cameron 

Elizabeth Chandless 

Maria da Soledade  

Michael Delorme 

Lucena Duque 

Winny Dvorak  

Tammy Flowers 

Marie Foulonneau 

Daniel Hickey 

Koko Javier 

Justina Klimuk 

Matthew Kotylak 

Veronica Kubik 

Deb Legal 

Robert McCrae 

Christiana Offor 

Dr. Romeo Ouano 

Adrian Pristolnicu 

Eric Rasmussen 

Virginia Rode 

Grant Schmick 

Betty Schnitzler 

Jody Simmer 

Mike Stukanov 

Averi T. 

John L. 

 

 

Pray for our Seminarians 
Derek Remus, Peter An, Kevin Ponte, Mark Drapal, Mark Kostecky,  

James Schnitzler, Shane Lambert, Matthew Schnitzler, Ian Mahood,  

Santiago Torres, Troy Nguyen 

 

 

The Vocations Chalice 
Will be presented to:   

 Joyce and Joseph Vayalumkal  
On Sunday, May 27 at the 9 a.m. Mass  

For the Souls of: 
Jennifer Parinas Bauer  

Tony Hauk  
Fong Seto  

 

Fr. John Nemanic 
frjohn@saintmichael.ca 
 
Fr. Pilmaiken Lezano 
frpilmaiken@saintmichael.ca 
 
Art Beaubien 
deaconart@saintmichael.ca 
 
Luisa Adams 
ladams@saintmichael.ca 
 
Helen Gal 
hgal@saintmichael.ca 
 
Rosalie Geeraert 
rgeeraert@saintmichael.ca 
 
Maureen Ross 
mross@saintmichael.ca 
 
Ryan Factura 
rfactura@saintmichael.ca 
 
Jim Howells 
jhowells@saintmichael.ca 
 
Kyle De Jaegher 
kdejaegher@saintmichael.ca 
 
Alison Straface 
astraface@saintmichael.ca 

 

Pastor 
 
 

Associate Pastor 
 
 

Deacon 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 

Receptionist 
 
 

Ministry Support 
Coordinator 

 
Sacrament 

Coordinator 
 

Communications 
Coordinator 

 
Music  

Director 
 

Technical  
Director 

 
Kids’ Kingdom & 

Roots 

Contact us 

A View of our Finances 

May 15-21 

General Donations: $31,227 

Building Fund: $8,268 

Children’s Fund: $444 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul to-date : $17,010 

Together In Action Donations to-date (2018): $51,282 

Together In Action 2018 Goal: $124,386 

Outstanding Building Loan: $6.1M 
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Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary 

Announcements from the Catholic Pastoral Centre 

May 27, 2018 | Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

  

PERMANENT DIACONATE – APPLY BY MAY 31 
The Diocese of Calgary is looking for men of prayer and charity who are prepared to serve the church in ordained minis-
try as permanent deacons. Men must be Roman Catholic, married or single, 35 to 60 years of age, minimum grade 12 
education, be of sound moral character and mature faith. For more information about Permanent Diaconate, please 
contact Deacon John Walsh at John.Walsh@calgarydiocese.ca | www.calgarydiocese.ca (under Faith & Life, click Per-
manent Diaconate). Application deadline: May 31. 
 
MIKE MACDONALD SHARES ABOUT MISSION MEXICO 
Mike MacDonald (Mission Mexico representative) will be in Calgary soon and he will share with you about the mission 
works in La Montaña, on the good work that you are doing through the support you offer to Mission Mexico! Follow 
Mike MacDonald's blog at: http://mike-mmex.blogspot.ca  or get regular updates from him through Mission Mexico 
Facebook Page. He will be at St. Anthony’s Parish at all Masses on June 16 & 17 and at Corpus Christi Parish on June 23 
& 24. For more information, contact Sr. Rita Kim at 403-218-5513  
 
ONE ROCK 2.0 WITH PATRICK COFFIN, LIZZIE REEZAY AND BRIAN HOLDSWORTH – PREREGISTER NOW 
One Rock 2.0 is excited to announce that Patrick Coffin, Lizzie Reezay, and Brian Holdsworth will be joining us this Sep-
tember! We're inviting Catholic young adults in the Diocese of Calgary ages 18-35 to register now and take advantage 
of this amazing opportunity to hear from our keynote speakers about living out the Catholic faith in today's culture. Pre
-register now and learn more about our speakers at www.onerock.ca  
 
PARTICIPATE IN A DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE OF ENERGY, ECONOMY & ENVIRONMENT  
We are looking for people interested in sharing their experiences and views about the future of energy, the economy 
and the environment. Often our views as Catholic Albertans go unheard. The discussion will help to shape how we, as 
the people of Alberta, talk about these topics in the future. If you are interested in participating or need more infor-
mation, contact Marilou at 403-218-5519. 
 
PLANNED GIVING SEMINAR INVITATION - MEDICINE HAT 
Be inspired to make a difference. Learn how to maximize your legacy for your family and charity in your will. Join our 
upcoming Planned Giving Seminar at Holy Family Parish in Medicine Hat on Tuesday, June 5 from 1 to 2:30 PM.  Limited 
seating and registration is required. For more information or to register, please contact Doreen 403-218-5522 or chari-
ties@calgarydiocese.ca  | events.calgarydiocese.ca  
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION "FOR BETTER & FOR EVER" 
“For Better & For Ever…” Marriage Preparation, accepts all couples preparing for marriage. The small group setting al-
lows us to focus on couples in one or more of the following circumstances: living together, previously married, begin-
ning marriage with children, couples 45+, or those who wish to have their marriage blessed in the Church. Upcoming 
dates: May 28 + June 15-16; June 4 + June 22-23.  Contact Alida at 403-218-5505 or email lifeandfami-
ly@calgarydiocese.ca  | events.calgarydiocese.ca  

mailto:John.Walsh@calgarydiocese.ca
http://www.calgarydiocese.ca
http://mike-mmex.blogspot.ca
http://www.onerock.ca
mailto:charities@calgarydiocese.ca
mailto:charities@calgarydiocese.ca
http://events.calgarydiocese.ca
mailto:lifeandfamily@calgarydiocese.ca
mailto:lifeandfamily@calgarydiocese.ca
http://events.calgarydiocese.ca
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NEWS.CalgaryDiocese.caFind out what’s happening in the Diocese of Calgary at http://NEWS.calgarydiocese.ca – your news hub 
for events & announcements around the Diocese. For more about this publication: communications@calgarydiocese.ca 

ALZHEIMER’S WORKSHOP  
You are invited to attend a workshop about Alzheimer’s Disease and related dementias. This workshop will be held on 
Saturday, June 9, from 9 AM to 2:30 PM at Mary, Mother of the Redeemer Parish (1714 – 14 Ave NE). For more infor-
mation, contact 403-218-5501 | events.calgarydiocese.ca  
 
ORDINATION OF DEACON DEREK REMUS TO THE PRIESTHOOD  
His Excellency, Bishop William T. McGrattan, is pleased to announce that he has called Rev. Mr. Derek Remus to be or-
dained to the priesthood on Friday, June 29 at 7 PM in St. Mary's Cathedral.  
All are welcome to this celebration | news.calgarydiocese.ca  
 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – CHOIR DIRECTOR – ST. GERARD’S PARISH – PART TIME 
For more information about this position, qualifications and application details see the Diocesan website at http://
careers.calgarydiocese.ca  or submit your application to murray.gartner@shaw.ca by May 28; however, the employ-
ment opportunity will be posted until a suitable candidate is found. 
 
THE CWL PROVINCIAL CONVENTION  
The 71st Annual Convention of the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council of the Catholic Women's League (CWL) of Can-
ada will be held June 1-3, 2018 at St. James Catholic Parish in Okotoks. Theme: Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond 
to God's Call. Sessions will be given by Bishop William McGrattan, Margaret Ann Jacob and Fr. David Reilander.  Contact 
Vi Lake at 403-938-2369 or e-mail vilake@telus.net  
 
SACRED ARTS LECTURE  
The Sacred Arts Guild of Alberta is pleased to host a sacred arts lecture by Dr. Topping, Academic Dean at Newman 
Theological College. Theme: Catechism in Stone: The Renewal of Sacred Architecture – Principles and Challenges.” 
Date: Thursday, June 7 (7 PM), at St. Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish (4903 45 St. SW, Calgary). For more infor-
mation, contact 403-993-3439 | sacredartsguildofalberta.com  
 
A 7 DAY SILENT IGNATIAN DIRECTED RETREAT 
King’s Fold is pleased to offer a personally directed retreat that focuses on the life of Christ in Scripture following the 
tradition of St. Ignatius of Loyola. This retreat is characterized by daily personal prayer on scripture passages, commun-
ion and common prayer, set in the context of silence and supported by daily individual spiritual direction.  Sunday, July 
15th from 7:00 PM to Sunday, July 22nd at 1:30 pm.  
Facilitators:  Charles Pottie-Pâté, sj, with Heather Cowie.  Cost:  $1000/person,  
Contact:  Tel: 403-932-3174, Fax: 403-932-9531, or retreat@kingsfoldretreat.com  
 
AN EVENING WITH THE BENEDICTINES 
Mark your calendars now to come and hear a presentation on Benedictine Spirituality: Liturgy, Lectio and Labour by 
Father Pius, a monk from Mount Angel Abbey in Oregon. Monday August 27 from 7 PM to 9pm at St. Michael Catholic 
Church, 800 85 Street SW in Calgary. Admission is free but there will be a free-will offering to cover travel expenses. 

  
PROJECT RACHEL POST ABORTION COUNSELLING 
The ministry offers a journey of healing and reconciliation for women and men who are suffering from a past abortion 
experience. Clients will be referred to a professional counselor who specializes in dealing with the trauma associated 
with this grief. For more information, call Project Rachel at 403-218-5506 or toll free at 1-877-597-3223, or e-mail in-
fo@projectrachelsa.ca | www.projectrachelsa.ca 
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