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Events & Announcements 
Read the attached insert for an update from our recent Town Hall 

 

ME-25 Survey: Thank You for Participating 
Thank you to all parishioners who participated in our ME-25 Member Engagement 
Survey. Please stay tuned in the coming weeks for the survey results from Gallup. If 
you have any questions, you can contact Marvin at mmatthews@saintmichael.ca 
or call 403-249-0423 ext. 158. 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: Share Sunday Donations 
Donations from last weekend’s Share Sunday can be dropped off in the SSVP dona-
tion bin located at the gathering area. Also, you can drop off any monetary dona-
tions in the secure black box next to the donation bin. Thank you for your generosi-
ty! 
 

Taste of the World: Thank You! 
We are delighted with the participation at our recent Taste of the World event. 
Thanks to all the vendors, organizers, all who attended, and those who participat-
ed during the Mass’ prayers of the faithful. See you next year! 
 

Spirit of Truth Prayer Group 
Mondays at 7 p.m. 
The Spirit of Truth prayer group provides an intimate way to nurture your relation-
ship with Jesus through praise and worship, Scripture reflection, and faith enrich-
ment contemplation, strengthening you as a disciple. Experience the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit by joining us at the Day Chapel every Monday from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 

Ordination of Deacon Troy Nguyen 
Friday, June 28 at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
It is a blessing to the entire diocese whenever a new priest is ordained to the sa-
cred priesthood of Jesus Christ. So on Friday, June 28 at 7 p.m., the Diocese of Cal-
gary invites all the faithful to St. Mary’s Cathedral for the priestly ordination of Rev. 
Mr. Troy Nguyen. Seats may be limited, so please plan to arrive early.  
 

Wondering About Becoming Catholic? 
If you (or someone you know) are wondering about becoming Catholic, we’d love 
to get to know you! Summer is a great time to prayerfully consider taking this step 
as it gives everyone enough time to plan for next steps, whether that be joining the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) in the fall, or signing up for Adult Confir-
mation. Wherever you are in your faith journey, we’re ready to accompany our 
friends who are looking into the Catholic faith. To learn more, contact Sandy at 
sleia@saintmichael.ca, call 403-249-0423 or visit saintmichael.ca/cominghome. 
 

Moms and Tots: Summer Schedule 
Fridays at 9:45 a.m. 
For all the moms who join us regularly as well as those... (continued on next page) 
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Weekend Masses: 
Saturday: 5 p.m.  

Sunday: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday-Friday: 9 a.m. 

Tuesday: 7 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. 

 
Reconciliation: 

Friday: 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration: 

June: 9:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
July & August: 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.to 8:30 p.m. 
Fridays: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Home & Hospital Visits 
If you or someone you know is sick, cannot 

make it to Mass, and needs Anointing of the 

Sick and/or Holy Communion, we can arrange 

to have one of our priests or Pastoral Care 

members visit them. Please call the parish 

office at 403-249-0423 to schedule a visit. 

 

Diocese of Calgary 24-hour emergency  

priest paging hotline: 403-231-9505. 

Glad to have you here! 
We welcome new parishioners  

and visitors. We’d love to see you again! 
Please register at the Parish Office, or online at 

www.saintmichael.ca 
 

Connect with us 
Follow us on social media at 

@saintmichaelyyc. 

Also, join Flocknote by texting SMCYYC to 514-

900-0130 or by visiting flocknote.com/smcyyc.  
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Please check out our sum-

mer schedule at 

saintmichael.ca/

momsandtots, and sign up 

for our mailing list at flock-

note.com/smcyyc/momstots to keep updated 

with the latest announcements. 

Events & Announcements 

 
(cont.) who would like to join, please note that we will not be meeting on June 28 
(Canada Day long weekend) and July 5 & 12 (Vacation Bible Camp). We will re-
sume our weekly fellowship and kids’ play time on July 19. Whether you’re preg-
nant, have an infant, toddler, or your children are in school, moms are welcome 
to come! For our full summer schedule, visit saintmichael.ca/momsandtots, or 
subscribe to our email list at  flocknote.com/smcyyc/momstots for the latest up-
dates. 
 

Family Life Conference at Lac Ste. Anne 
June 28-July 1 at Lac Ste. Anne 
Catholic Family Ministries invites you to join them for this year’s Family Life Con-
ference on the Canada Day long weekend (June 28 - July 1) at Lac Ste. Anne. Ex-
perience a host of inspiring speakers, including Tim Gray, President of the Augus-
tine Institute; Sister Helena Burns of the Daughters of Saint Paul and Ryan Top-
ping. For more info and to register, visit www.catholicfamilyministries.com. 
 

Vacation Bible Camp for Kids 
9 a.m. to noon on July 15-19 

• The first week of VBC is now full, but we are still accepting registrations for 
children ages 5-10 for week 2. The camp runs Mon-Fri from 9 a.m. to noon 
on July 15-19. Registration is $65: please register your child at the parish 
office (open Mon-Thurs from 8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m., until 4 p.m. on Fridays).  

• VBC for grown-ups: Are you bringing your kids to VBC? If so, you’re invited to 
stay and take advantage of this faith formation opportunity for grown-ups, 
happening Mon-Fri during both weeks of VBC beginning at 9:30 a.m. There 
will be coffee and snacks at each stand-alone session— feel free to attend 
one or all of the sessions.  

 

Summer Parish Updates 
• Eucharistic Adoration: for July and August, Eucharistic Adoration on Fridays 

will be from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 24-hour Eucharistic Adoration every first Fri-
day will resume in the fall. 

• Precious Blood: there will be no Precious Blood during Holy Communion at 
Masses this July and August. 

• Summer office hours: please note that for July and August, the parish office 
will only be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Evening hours will resume in Sep-
tember. 

• Parish picnic: please note that we will not be having our annual parish picnic 
this summer, as Our Lady Queen of Peace Ranch is under renovations and 
will not be able to host our annual event. 

 

Ignite Youth Summer Camp 
July 21-26 
Face 2 Face Ministries is bringing the week-long Ignite summer camp to Alberta! 
Ignite is a five-day Catholic Summer Camp for teens in grades 9-12 who want to 
grow in holiness. Participants will listen to great talks, participate in epic large 
group activities, daily prayer, Adoration, praise and worship and so much 
more.  When: July 21-26 at Our Lady of the Snows School in Canmore, AB. Cost: 
$350. Limited spots only. For more information or to register, email Nolan at 
youth@saintmichael.ca. 
 

Stay Updated This Summer 
Please note that we will only be publishing bulletins once a month during July and 
August. To keep updated with parish announcements and events, sign up for our 
weekly Flocknote e-newsletter by texting “SMCYYC” to 514-900-0130, or by sign-
ing up at flocknote.com/smcyyc. 

 A ministry for youth in grades 4-6.  

ROOTS will be taking a break over the sum-

mer and will resume in September 2019. 

For more information, contact Alison at 

astraface@saintmichael.ca. 

UNITE Youth: for youth in 

grades 7 to 12: Follow us on 

Instagram @onthursdaynights 

for the latest updates. 

Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul 

Our role is to reach out to  

those who call us and meet  

them where they are. If you are in need of 

assistance, please call 403-249-0423 ext. 122. 

Catholic Women’s 
League 
St. Michael’s CWL welcomes all 

women ages 16+. We meet every 

2nd Tuesday at room 136 after the 7 p.m. 

Mass. Women are encouraged to attend 

Mass, our meeting, and enjoy refreshments 

after. More info at saintmichael.ca/CWL. 

Knights of Columbus   
If you feel there is a need that the 

Knights of Columbus can support,  

please contact Larry Wagner at  

403-249-0423 ext. 115. 

ROAR: Vacation Bible 

Camp 2019 

 

Mon-Fri from 9 a.m. to 

noon on July 8-12 and 15-

19. Adult volunteers wanted: please email 

Alison at astraface@saintmichael.ca. 

http://catholicfamilyministries.com
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Events & Announcements 

 

Summer Retreats 
Please note that these retreats are not organized by St. Michael’s. They are 
shared here in this bulletin for the information of our parishioners.   

• July 21 - 28 at Mt. St. Francis, Cochrane | 7-Day Directed Retreat "Presence" 
facilitated by the retreat team and individual spiritual director. Registration: 
403-932-2012 | mountstfrancis.ca 

• Summer Retreat Day “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest,” Mt. 11:28. When: Saturday, July 27 at 10:30 am to 4 pm. 
Where: Divine Mercy Centre (15206 Twp. Road 262, Calgary).  Registration: 
587-755-1019 | sistersofdivinemercy.org 

• Aug. 2 - 10 at FCJ Retreat Centre, Calgary | Spiritual Exercises: 8-Day Directed 
Ignatian Retreat facilitated by Sr. Madeleine Gregg and FCJ team. Registra-
tion: 403-228-4215 | fcjcentre.ca 

• Single Women’s Retreat with the Sisters of Providence. The retreat is for 
single woman age 22-38 years exploring a call to religious life. When: August 
11-17. Where: Providence Centre (3005 – 119 St., Edmonton). Registration: 
587-432-2088 | sistersofprovidence.ca | vgutierrez@sistersofprovidence.ca  

• Women’s Retreat Day “Courage, my daughter, your faith has saved you.” 
The retreat is for women age 18 and older. When: Saturday,  
Aug. 10 at 10:30 am to 4 pm. Where: St. Luke's Church (1566 Northmount 
Dr. NW, Calgary). Registration: sistersofdivinemercy.org 

 

What’s On This Week 
 

Monday, June 24: 

Programs & Services Task Force: 7 p.m. 

Spirit of Truth Prayer Group: 7 p.m. 

  

Tuesday, June 25: 

Rosary Group: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, June  26: 

Men’s Ministry (The Wild Goose): 6:30 a.m. 

Liturgy Committee: 10 a.m. 

Guardian Angel School Mass: 10:15 a.m. 

12-Step Program: 8 p.m. 

 

Thursday, June 27: 

John Costello Year-End Mass: 9 a.m. 

 

Friday, June 28: 

Reconciliation: 8 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 a.m. 

 

Saturday, June 29: 

Marian Group: 9:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 3:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, June 30: 

Mass: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 

Pastoral Care Masses 
 

Amica (10 Aspenshire Drive SW) 

3rd Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Cedars Villa (3330 8 Ave. SW) 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
 

Wentworth Court (5717 14 Ave. SW) 

 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Wentworth Manor (5717 14 Ave. SW) 

                                   4th Tuesday at 3 p.m. 

http://www.mountstfrancis.ca/
http://www.sistersofdivinemercy.org
https://fcjcentre.ca
http://www.sistersofprovidence.ca
mailto:vgutierrez@sistersofprovidence.ca
http://www.sistersofdivinemercy.org
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Mass Intentions 

 
Saturday, June 22 
9 a.m.: Michael & Antoinetta Ciavarella +  
5 p.m.: Marco & Antonietta Altieri + 
 
Sunday, June 23: Corpus Christi 
9 a.m.: Hank Vos + 
11 a.m.: For Everyone/St. Michael 
5 p.m.: Leonora Cordova + 

Monday, June 24: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
9 a.m.: Darryl Browne + 
  
Tuesday, June 25 
3:00 p.m.: Karen Sjoberg + (Wentworth Manor) 
7 p.m.: Fernando Barron + 
 
Wednesday, June 26 
9 a.m.: Timothy Edmonson + 
10 a.m.: John Saccomani + (Cedars) 
 
Thursday, June 27 
9 a.m.: Dora Verbowski + 
 
Friday, June 28: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
9 a.m.: Luis Soto +  
 
Saturday, June 29: Sts. Peter & Paul 
9 a.m.: Intentions of the Mayer Family 
5 p.m.: Jesus & Florinde Pinaverde + 
 
Sunday, June 30: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9 a.m.: Jorge Jacome + 
11 a.m.: For Everyone/St. Michael 
5 p.m.: Chonita Abad +  

Featured Content 

In this week’s FORMED featured content, discover how the Holy Spir-
it transformed the Apostles into men who joyfully and willingly 

suffered for the Gospel.  
 

Watch at saintmichael.formed.org. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Turns 25 
 

In our home visitations, we encounter Christ's broken body in the 
suffering of broken relationships, inaccessible and unaffordable hous-
ing, loss of employment, inadequate income, mental illness, and the 
marginalization of poverty. In our humble service, we bring eucharist - 
"bread that nourishes, a visit that consoles, a friendly smile and hand-
shake that lifts up sinking courage" (Frederic Ozanam, our found-
er). Taking our leave, we offer our friends our calling card that affirms 
their dignity (“Jesus loves you. We are his servants”) and thank them for 
eucharist - for welcoming us into their homes. 

Sexual abuse in the Church 
 

Many suffer in silence. Perhaps you are affected by the 
news of sexual abuse of minors in the Church; perhaps 
you are a sexual abuse survivor or a relative of a friend 
of someone who was abused; perhaps you know about 
an abuse; perhaps you have sexually abused someone… 
Break the cycle of silence: you can choose to talk about 
it. Call the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary’s hotline 

at 1-833-547-8360.  To report sexual abuse, call the 
police at 403-266-1234. 

 

Sharing Your Time & Talent 
 
We have a number of ministries that could be strength-
ened by your involvement. If you feel that you have a 
gift to offer, visit our website at saintmichael.ca/
volunteer and fill out the “I Want to Help” form. 

The Vocations Chalice 
 

Will be presented to:  Anna Picken and Family 
on Saturday, June 22, at the 5 p.m. Mass 
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June 2019 Monthly Budget Month to Date Months Budget 

Met 

Collections $134,400.00 $96,773.24 1/6 

Building Loan $35,000.00 $43,543.75 2/6 

Eternal Springs Columbarium 
The Columbarium at St. Michael’s offers a consecrated and sacred space 

where the cremated remains of departed loved ones rest in perpetuity.  

For pricing or more information, please contact Rosalie at  

403-249-0423 ext. 124, or columbarium@saintmichael.ca. 

Please Pray For: 
Soledad Agustin 

Eva Arseneault 

Laurent (Tony) Arseneault 

Bernie Becker  

Emma Beitel  

Adrian Botsio 

Isaiah Botsio  

Mervin Brigidear 

Joyce Capogreco 

Elizabeth Chandless 

Leslie Choquette 

Anthony Cimino 

Luigi Crispino 

Michelle Deschenes 

Marcel Duclos 

Jeff Estrada 

                  Ghislaine Fossi 

Carolina Guerrero 

Falon Hollman 

Koko Javier 

Curtis Keller 

Annette MacKenzie 

Melita Matillia 

Pat Melanson 

Kay Miller 

Pat Mooney 

Pal Nyilas 

Edward Patry 

Luz Quintero 

Alejandro Sevilla 

Jo Shemanski 

Finn Thorkildsen 

Brandon Wynn 

Pray for our Seminarians 
Peter An, Kevin Ponte, Mark Drapal, Mark Kostecky, 

James Schnitzler, Shane Lambert, Matthew Schnitzler, 

Ian Mahood,  Santiago Torres 

Fr. John Nemanic 
frjohn@saintmichael.ca 
 
Fr. Pilmaiken Lezano 
frpilmaiken@saintmichael.ca 
 
Fr. George Madathikunnath 
frgeorge@saintmichael.ca 
 
Art Beaubien 
deaconart@saintmichael.ca 
 
Patrick Woo 
deaconpat@saintmichael.ca 
 
Suzy Moutinho 
smoutinho@saintmichael.ca 
 
Luisa Adams 
ladams@saintmichael.ca 
 
Helen Gal 
hgal@saintmichael.ca 
 
Sarah Hewitt 
shewitt@saintmichael.ca 
 
Nolan Conrad 
nconrad@saintmichael.ca 
 
Kyle De Jaegher 
kdejaegher@saintmichael.ca 
 
Ryan Factura 
rfactura@saintmichael.ca 
 
Rosalie Geeraert 
rgeeraert@saintmichael.ca 
 
Jim Howells 
jhowells@saintmichael.ca 
 
Sandy Leia 
sleia@saintmichael.ca 
 
Marvin Matthews 
mmatthews@saintmichael.ca 
 
Maureen Ross 
mross@saintmichael.ca 
 
Alison Straface 
astraface@saintmichael.ca 

Pastor 
 
 

Associate  
Pastor 

 
Associate 

Pastor 
 

Deacon 
 
 

Deacon 
 
 

Director of Operations 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 

Receptionist 
 
 

Evening  
Receptionist 

 
Youth  

Minister 
 

Technical  
Director 

 
Communications 

Coordinator 
 

Ministry Support 
Coordinator 

 
Music  

Director 
 

Director of  
Evangelization 

 
Volunteer  

Coordinator 
 

Sacrament 
Coordinator 

 
Kids’ Kingdom & 

Roots 

Contact us 

Month to Date Collections 

Children’s Fund: $1,276.15 

Text-to-donate: $3,520.66 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: $4,001.30 

Together In Action: $3,930 

Together In Action 2019 Goal: $117,269 

Outstanding Building Loan: $6.6M 

A View of Our Finances 

For the Souls of: 
Kathleen Bourque 

Cecilia McGrath 
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BIBLE WORKSHOP WITH FR. JOHN KOHLER 
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians gives us a view of the early 
Christian community and helps us understand how God is working 
in our time. In the upcoming Bible workshop, Fr. John Kohler will 
highlight key passages of the letter and lead reflection on the 
Church’s teaching around its important themes: vocations, the 
Eucharist, sexuality and the resurrection of the body. Please bring 
your Bible.  

• Wednesday, July 3 at St. Thomas More Parish (15 Templebow 
Road NE, Calgary) from 7 to 8:30 pm 

• Thursday, July 4 at St. Luke’s Parish (1566 Northmount Drive 
NW, Calgary) from 7:30 to 9 pm. Mass at 7 pm with Fr. Kohler.  

• Monday, July 8 at Holy Family Parish (1451 Strachan Road SE 
Medicine Hat) at 7 to 8:30 pm 

• Tuesday, July 9 at Holy Family Parish (1451 Strachan Road SE 
Medicine Hat) from 7 to 8:30 pm – on the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. Mass at 6:30 pm with Fr. Kohler. 

• Sunday, July 14 at All Saints Parish (Our Lady of Assumption 
Parish Hall, 2405 12 Ave S, Lethbridge) from 2 to 4 pm  

• Wednesday, July 17 at St. Bernard’s Church (7624 39 Ave NW, 
Calgary) from 7:30 pm to 9 pm. Mass at 7 pm. 

 
ORGAN WORKSHOP 
Sacred Heart Parish, in collaboration with Sacred Arts Guild of Al-
berta and the Diocese of Calgary, is hosting an "Introduction to the 
Organ for Pianists" workshop. Two dates available: Monday, Sept. 
16 or Sept. 23 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Attendees will be given a brief 
lecture on the mechanics and registrations of the organ, playing 
techniques, demonstration and a private 15-minute lesson on the 
organ. At the end of the workshop, a list of area organ teachers 
currently accepting students will be provided, along with a list of 
recommended organ books. Workshop cost is $25. Space is very 
limited. To register, contact Alane at alanemarie@shaw.ca  
 
CEMETERY MASSES  
Dates for 2019 Cemetery Masses:  
August 13, Tue., 7:30 pm | Queen's Park Cemetery 
August 14, Wed., 7:30 pm  |  Mountain View Cemetery 
 
LECTIO DIVINA WORKSHOP  
Immerse yourself in prayer and study of the Word! Seeds of the 
Word Community invites you to a series of Lectio Divina work-
shops and the study of Verbum Domini. When: Sep. 4 & 19, Oct. 2, 
16 & 30, Nov. 13 & 27, at 6 pm to 8 pm. Where: 3011 29 St. SW, 
Calgary. For more information, contact 403-616-8579. 

 
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF MOUNT ST. FRANCIS 
Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre is celebrating its 70th anniver-
sary! You are invited to celebrate with the Franciscans and Bishop 
McGrattan in the Anniversary Mass on Sunday, Aug. 18 at 2 pm. 
Where: Mount St. Francis (41160 Retreat Road, Cochrane). Free-
will offering. For more information, please contact 403-932-2012 | 
mtfrancis@shaw.ca 
 
FR. ROLHEISER IN CALGARY 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI will be giving a talk on Wednesday, Aug. 21 
at 7 pm. Where: St. Mary's Parish in Cochrane (10 River Heights 
Dr., Cochrane). Cost: $20/person. To reserve a seat, call 403-932-
2012 | mtfrancis@shaw.ca   
 
PASTORAL CARE VOLUNTEERS  
The Foothills Roman Catholic Pastoral Care Team needs Sunday 
Pastoral volunteers to help with patient visits and Mass at 3:30 
pm. Contact Peta, Pastoral Care Coordinator at Foothills Hospital: 
403-944-1681.  
 
 

 Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary 

Announcements from the Catholic Pastoral Centre 

June 23, 2019 | Corpus Christi Sunday  

mailto:mtfrancis@shaw.ca
mailto:mtfrancis@shaw.ca


Town Hall
Update

St. Michael Catholic Community's first Town Hall, held on June 6, 2019,
was a great evening. If you missed the presentation or want to review it,
you can watch it online at saintmichael.ca/vision.
 
83 parishioners heard Fr. John present some of the past year's
accomplishments, discuss the parish and financial pastoral realities, and
outline his pastoral priorities for the upcoming year. The agenda
included meeting our incoming Parish Leadership Council, interacting
with members of the Finance Council, and getting to know our new
Director of Operations, Suzy Moutinho.
 
Parishioners were treated to tours of the refurbished Youth Centre from
some of our own UNITE teens and had an opportunity to speak with
Society of St. Vincent de Paul members about their outreach work on the
25th anniversary of their service to the parish. Sandy Leia was pleased to
recognise the increased number of people enrolled in the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and beginning their faith journey
here at St. Michael's.

A lively Q&A session followed the presentation. The following is a summary of some of the questions and Fr. John's
responses.
 

General revenues for 2018 were similar to that of 2017, but the building fund donations dropped substantially. At the
same time, our interest expenses increased. Why?

The interest costs increased due to two factors: the increase in our interest rate and the financing cost of
purchasing a new rectory in 2018.
The importance of paying down the building fund is that by reducing interest expense, we can redeploy those
funds to "people and programming."

 
Why add the expense of a rectory purchase?

When the church was first built, the building committee decided to renovate the existing on-site house to
accommodate two priests. At the time it was a temporary measure until that portion of the site was redeveloped
to accommodate another building (such as elder care, parish hall or another development).
With the assignment of a third priest to St. Michael's in 2017, the Finance Council reviewed the situation. They
deemed it an inefficient use of resources to renovate the existing priest accommodation. There were a number of
considerations behind this decision:

The size of the house was insufficient to accommodate a third priest or their guests.
It would be inefficient to renovate or upgrade it, as the house would be demolished once the permanent
building planned for that location was started, which was thought at the time to be within five years.
Once the Diocese assigned St. Michael's a third priest, it was necessary to rent a condo nearby with additional
monthly rental costs.
The Diocese recommends priests live off-site to promote a work-life balance.
Purchasing a home for three priests made fiscal sense by acquiring an asset that could be easily sold in the
future.

With the approval of Bishop McGrattan, a new rectory was purchased in 2018. The former priests' house
continues to be rented at market rates in order to make the best fiscal use of this building until it needs to be
demolished in the future.

Continued on next page
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While the rectory purchase decision was taken with the input of Bishop McGrattan and following the Finance
Council's review and approval, some of those at the Town Hall stated that this decision and its rationale was not well
communicated to the broader parish community.
 
Going forward, Fr. John, the Parish Leadership Council, and Finance Council confirm their commitment to better
communicate significant decisions to our parishioners and to clearly explain their underlying rationale. In the
meantime, parishioners are always encouraged to reach out to Fr. John, any member of the noted leadership
councils, or staff with any questions or concerns.

With the financial position of the parish being as it is, and with the current recession, why add personnel to the parish
payroll at this time?

Fr. John spoke in detail about how the parish priorities are confirmed by where the community allocates its funds.
In our case, decisions to allocate resources to a Youth Minister, an Evangelization Director and a Volunteer
Coordinator all show our focus on the importance of these functions. Our strategic plan clearly shows a need to
focus on youth, and we know that the surrounding catchment area contains a population where approximately
29% of the population are youth under the age of 19. Fr. John presented some moving testimony about the impact
that the UNITE program has had on the teens who attended this past year.
If you would like to learn more about our youth program, check it out by visiting saintmichael.ca/youth.
Most people in our neighbourhood work during the day. There is a large amount of activity in the church during
the evening, so the evening receptionist allows service to those visiting the church and also gives support to the
many volunteers who are there in the evening.
Additional caretaking staff have allowed us to offer a clean church to ensure a pleasant environment. With so
many functions occurring at St. Michael's, our caretaking staff are challenged to respond to all the demands of
setting up and keeping our church looking its best.

 
Why not offer reconciliation on Sundays?

Sundays are the busiest days for priests. At this time, there are no plans to offer reconciliation on Sundays.
 

Why not offer a Spanish Mass?
There are a number of Spanish-speaking parishioners here at St. Michael's and it would be great to be able to
offer a Spanish Mass. We are fortunate to have a Spanish-speaking priest at St. Michael's right now. However, this
could change at any time and it is not reasonable to start a Spanish Mass that we may not be able to do long-term.
As well, it isn't possible to offer Mass in all the languages represented by our parishioners. Just seeing the many
different nationalities represented at our annual cultural celebration, Taste of the World, will attest to this!
When our priests speak another language, they are delighted to offer reconciliation, counselling and other
pastoral services in their additional language(s). Please contact the parish office to request these services.

If you missed our presentation, please know that we are working hard to build up the community of faith here at St.
Michael's and respond to the needs of the parish and the wider community. Fr. John is grateful for the incoming
Parish Leadership Council and those parishioners who came forth during the Expression of Interest to participate
in building up our community.
 
Any of the priests, members of the Parish Leadership Council, or the Finance Council will be happy to answer any
questions or receive input. You can speak in person to them or contact the Leadership at plc@saintmichael.ca.

To learn more about the Parish Leadership Council and their role,
please visit saintmichael.ca/vision.
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