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  The Other Side of Christmas 
 
Usually we reckon the Christmas story with the gentle scenery of the Baby 
Jesus in the manger with shepherds, angels and kings with exotic gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh in the background.   
  
But there is the other side of the Christmas story that can relate more to 
people who are dealing with difficulty and challenge. This completes the 
calm, silent or holy portrayal of Christmas. It speaks about the painful pro-
cesses required to come up with the gentle scenery which was brought 
about, as it were, by the agonizing experiences of the protagonists of our 
salvation  history, including John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilder-
ness, who lived in self-sacrifice, persecution and eventual martyrdom. 
Even the visiting kings had to travel a great distance into unknown territo-
ry after a frightful courtesy call on King Herod. It took the exceptional cour-
age for Mary in accepting the motherhood of the Savior as well as for Jo-
seph to take her as his wife. The aftermath of the gentle scenery was even 
more disturbing when the Holy Family had to flee to Egypt as King Herod 
ordered his army to slaughter all children under age two in Bethlehem in a 
murderous search for the Child. The violent events in the Old Testament, 
including the murder of the prophets, remotely preceded the realization of 
the gentle scenery of Christmas, as we know it. Like the pangs of birth, the 
Christmas story was marred with bloody circumstances and a history of 
violent events, courageous acts and difficult decisions.   
  
In a very real way, we can relate our present difficulties and challenges to 
the other side of the Christmas story as we search the light amidst the 
shadows of our dark experiences. A complete approach to the Christmas 
story is about appreciating more not only its gentleness, peace and joy but 
also its aspects of fear, insecurity and violence. Christ’s coming does not 
save us from the harsh, ugly and dark realities of our life. But it equips us 
with the grace to face our fears and frustrations in the faith that love can 
overcome death.    fredmund@saintmichael.ca 

 

Healing Lines 
 

As we contemplate this birth of Jesus, let us not forget those who may be 
consumed by the trauma of abuse and homelessness at this time of year. 
How can we reach out to those who may need an extra hand at this mo-
ment? Can we remember to keep them in our prayers? What can we share 
of ourselves with those less fortunate? 
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Church Schedule  
Subject to change 

 

Weekday & Weekend Masses: 

Tuesday: 6 pm  

Wednesday to Friday: 9 am 

Saturday: 5 pm 

Sunday: 9 am, 11 am & 5 pm 

 

Sunday 11 am live stream  

at saintmichael.ca/Mass or on Facebook Live  

 

Reconciliation: 

Friday: 8 am to 8:45 am 

Saturday: 3:30 pm to 4:45 pm 

 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Fridays: 9:30 am to 10:30 am 

 

Office Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday: 9:30 am to noon 

Home & Hospital Visits 
If you or someone you know is sick, cannot make 

it to Mass, and needs Anointing of the Sick and/

or Holy Communion, we can arrange to have one 

of our priests visit them. Please call the Parish 

Office at 403-249-0423 to schedule a visit. 

Diocese of Calgary 24-hour emergency  

Priest paging hotline: 403-231-9505. 

Glad to have you here! 
We welcome new parishioners and visitors.  

We’d love to see you again! Please register at  
the Parish Office, or online at saintmichael.ca 

 

Connect with us 
Follow us on social media at @saintmichael.ca 

Also, join Flocknote by texting SMCYYC to  
514-900-0130 or by visiting flocknote.com/smcyyc  

 

https://saintmichael.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/saintmichael.ca/
https://smcyyc.flocknote.com/
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Events and Announcements 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation 
Registration for the 2023 Confirmation program is now open! To register your child(ren) in grades 6 and up for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, visit our website at https://saintmichael.ca/confirmation/ 
 
Children’s Offering Basket  
Each Sunday, a children’s Offering Basket will be placed at the front of the altar during the offertory. Children are invit-
ed to place their offerings into the basket. The Children’s Offerings will be for general donations. 
 
Christmas Hampers 2022 Donations 
We distributed hampers to 170 families at the cost of $54,000. The parish "advanced" $29,000 to cover the required 
amount while we await your contributions. Please consider supporting this outreach effort as part of being a 
"missionary" community.   
 
Christmas Hamper Program Update 
A big thank you to all parishioners for your support of our 2022 Christmas Hamper program. On Monday, December  
19, our parish community volunteers braved the coldest of temperatures with an outpouring of service, bringing their 
light to the world. Together we prepared and delivered 155 hampers, serving 515 people. Your generous support was 
much appreciated as our team grappled with supply chain problems and increased costs. We also prepared 210 Angel 
Tree gifts for delivery with the hampers. Our volunteers bring many talents to this project, most importantly evident 
this year was the gift of a willing heart. 
Many thanks to our parish schools for their support with food donations, and to the Knights of Columbus for keeping 
us safe on a cold night. 
Donations are still being accepted:  
Online: via the parish website https://saintmichael.ca/giving/ 
Cheques or cash: place them in the green SSVP envelopes located at the SSVP donation box. 
 
Together in Action (Formerly Bishop’s Appeal)   
The parish target for 2022 is $121,243, we are still short by $93,585.50.  With only one week left in the year, please 
consider making a contribution to help us meet our target. 
 
2023 Contribution Envelopes 
Next year’s 2023 contribution envelopes are now available for pickup in the gathering area. Please look for your name 
alphabetically-organized, and note that your number may have changed from last year. If you have any questions, call 
the parish office at 403-249-0423. 
 
Mass Schedule for This Weekend 
Saturday, December 24, 4 pm, 7 pm & 10 pm Masses: Fr. Edmund Vargas 
Sunday, December 25, 9 am & 11 am  Masses: Fr. Edmund Vargas 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
4 pm, 7 pm, 10 pm 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
9 am, 11 am 

Saturday, December 31, New Years Eve 
5 pm 

Sunday, January 1, New Years Day 
9 am, 11 am, 5 pm 

https://saintmichael.ca/confirmation/
https://saintmichael.ca/giving/
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Events and Announcements 

 

Day Chapel Renovation 
The renovation of the Day Chapel is scheduled for next 
year. The Renovation includes the addition of two side 
altars for the Blessed Virgin Mary (current statue) and 
the Divine Mercy (framed canvas print). The Divine 
Mercy print is from the original. The two side altars will 
also have votive candle racks where devotees can light 
real candles. Thomas Tan will be our project coordina-
tor. The renovation design was done by Architect June 
Lee. The project has been duly approved by the dio-
cese. The project concept was presented by Bill Ta-
puska and Peggy Tan, in an effort to place the Divine 
Mercy and the Blessed Virgin Mary in their appropriate 
places. The draft recommendations of the defunct Inte-
rior Enhancement Committee on the Day Chapel improvements have been duly taken into account. The Blessed Virgin 
Mary is currently located in a grotto-type make-shift altar at the back corner of the Day Chapel. The project cost is at 
$98,000 plus taxes, as budgeted by Cougar Construction who won a recent bidding. We encourage families and indi-
viduals in contributing to the project. So far, a family has contributed $30,000 for the project. 
 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Special thanks to all St. Michael parishioners for supporting the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
We are looking for new members. If you are interested contact us at SSVP@saintmichael.ca or 403-249-0423 ext 122.  
Donations of non-perishable food items can be dropped off in the SSVP Food Chest in the church Gathering Area or 
make arrangements by e-mailing us at SSVP@saintmichael.ca. Currently we are looking for: Cereal, pasta sauce, 
canned vegetables and canned fish/meat. 
Monetary Donations can be deposited in the drop-box in the Food Chest or by online donations through the St. 
Michael’s Parish website: https://saintmichael.ca/giving/. Please indicate funds are for the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul in the drop-down menu.  
If you or anyone you know needs assistance, please contact us at SSVP@saintmichael.ca or 403-249-0423 ext 122. 
 
GriefShare 
January 17 to March 2, 2023  
Have you lost a loved one recently, or know someone who has? The grief support ministry invites individuals who 
have experienced the loss of a loved one to participate in the Grief Share Program. The program consists of a video 
seminar (Christian based with personal stories from Christian experts who have experienced grief), group sharing with 
participants/facilitators and a personal workbook. The program runs every Tuesday, 7 pm to 9 pm from January 17 to 
March 7. There is a fee of $10 for the workbook. Free will offerings will also be accepted. To register or for more info, 
please contact the Parish Office at 403-249-0423 or info@saintmichael.ca. 
 
Holy Land Pilgrimage 
November 13 to 21, 2023 
Join Fr. Edmund on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, November 13 to 21, 2023, on an inspirational journey that visits 
some of the most ancient sites in the world. Cost: double $5,699, single $6,849 and triple $5,669. For more infor-
mation visit: gateway.gocollette.com/link/1122663. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:SSVP@saintmichael.ca
mailto:SSVP@saintmichael.ca
https://saintmichael.ca/giving/
mailto:SSVP@saintmichael.ca
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Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, December 24 
4 pm: Annette & Duncan MacKenzie † 
7 pm: Sheila Foster † 
10 pm: Gary Pearce † 
 
Sunday December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 
9 am: Mary-Louise Pye † 
11 am: For All Parishioners 
  
Tuesday, December 27 
6 pm: Members of the Chu Moy Seng Family † 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
9 am: Daniel Habte † 
 
Thursday, December 29 
9 am: Tomasa Hidalgo † 
 
Friday, December 30 
9 am: Members of the Li Chok Kang Family † 
 
Saturday, December 31 
4 pm: Joe Rino Sr. † 
  
Sunday January 1, The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God 
9 am: Marilyn Kennedy † 
11 am: For All Parishioners 
5 pm: Daniel MacEachern † 

Pray for Our Seminarians 
Peter An, Andre Boudreau, Joshua Capicio, Bennet Chacko, Solomon Ip, 

Samuel O’Ejeregbe, Benjamin Taylor, Santiago Torres, Joshua Walter 

For the Souls of: 

Please Pray For: 

Eternal Springs Columbarium 
The Columbarium at St. Michael’s offers a consecrated and sacred space 

where the cremated remains of departed loved ones rest in perpetuity. For 
pricing or more information, please email columbarium@saintmichael.ca. 

      Vinko Rajic     Simeom Javier               

Sexual Abuse in the Church 
Many suffer in silence. Perhaps you are affected by the news of sexual 

abuse of minors in the Church; perhaps you are a sexual abuse survivor or a 
relative of a friend of someone who was abused; perhaps you know about 
an abuse; perhaps you have sexually abused someone. Break the cycle of 

silence: you can choose to talk about it. Call the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Calgary’s hotline at 1 833-547-8360.  

To report sexual abuse, call the police at 1 403-266-1234. 

E-Transfer 
You can now donate using e-transfer service. Sign in to your own banking  

institution and e-transfer the amount to isupport@saintmichael.ca.  

Text to Donate 
Don’t carry cash? You can now use text messaging to donate any amount to  

St. Michael’s. To set up your account, text give to 833-768-0514 and follow the 
prompt. Once you’re in, text any amount to the same number—anytime. 

Contact Us 
info@saintmichael.ca 
403-249-0423 
 

Fr. Edmund Vargas 
fredmund@saintmichael.ca 
 

Fr. Raul Hernandez 
frraul@saintmichael.ca 
 

Luisa Adams 
ladams@saintmichael.ca 
 

Pina Rino  
prino@saintmichael.ca 
 

Helen Gal 
hgal@saintmichael.ca 
 

Francesca Ambrosino 
fambrosino@saintmichael.ca 
 

Kyle De Jaegher 
kdejaegher@saintmichael.ca 
 

Jim Howells 
jhowells@saintmichael.ca 
 

Marvin Matthews 
mmatthews@saintmichael.ca 
 

Michelle Gregory 
mgregory@saintmichael.ca 

For general  
inquiries 

 

Pastor 
 
 

Associate  
Pastor 

 

Parish  
Secretary 

 

Admin  
Assistant 

 

Receptionist 
 

 
Sacraments  

Preparation Coordinator 
 

Technical 
Director 

 

Music 
Director 

 

Volunteer  
Coordinator 

 

Bookkeeper 

Gifts to the Parish 

 September October November  

General Collections 
Collections 

 

$98,277 

 

$72,520 

 

$94,431 

Operating Costs $87,636 $98,750 $99,615 

Surplus (shortfall)YTD OpCosts $10,641 ($26,230) ($5,184) 

Central Fund Loan (Mortgage) 
Building Fund Collections 

 

$13,738 

 

$15,672 

 

$15,033 

Building Loan Interest — none    

Surplus Mortgage Repayment or 
(shortfall) 

   

Current Loan Balance $3,967,822 $3,962,388 $3,943,360 

Diocesan Annual Campaign 
Together in Action Collect YTD 

 

$21,239 

 

$24,642 

 

$28,917 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul $17,910(YTD) $2,893(M) $8,302(M) 

Don Bruce 
Blessie San Buenaventura 

Greg Choquette 
                      Bill Dingman   

John Nely 
Janet and Pal Nyilas  

 Janeth Rodriguez  
Grant Schmick 

Bryan Williams Jr. 
 Ben Basa 

Roel Abitong  
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