
An Introduction to

Divine Mercy



άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
whoever remains in 
love remains in God 
ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΦ έ
1 John 4:16



O Holy Trinity, Eternal God, my spirit 
is drowned in Your beauty. The ages 
are as nothing in Your sight. You are 
always the same. Oh, how great is 
Your majesty. Jesus, why do You 
conceal Your majesty, why have You 
left Your heavenly throne and dwelt 
among us? The Lord answered me, 
My daughter, love has brought Me 
here, and love keeps Me here. My 
daughter, if you knew what great 
merit and reward is earned by one 
act of pure love for Me, you would 
die of joy. I am saying this that you 
may constantly unite yourself with 
Me through love, for this is the goal 
of the life of your soul. This act is an 
act of the will. Diary 576





God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of the 
great love he had for 
us, even when we 
were dead in our 
transgressions, 
brought us to life with 
Christ (by grace you 
have been saved),  
Ephesians 2:4-5



άCƻǊ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
indispensable dimension 
of love; it is as it were 
love's second name and, 
at the same time, the 
specific manner in which 
love is revealed and 
effected vis-a-vis the 
reality of the evil that is 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ 
Paul II, Dives in 
Misericordia, #7, 1980



When I become immersed in 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘϥǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴΧ
Who can comprehend Him-
comprehend His suffering? 
Jesus' eyes were downcast. I 
sensed what was happening in 
the most sweet Heart of Jesus 
at that time. Let every soul 
reflect on what Jesus was 
suffering at that moment. They 
tried to outdo each other in 
insulting the Lord. I reflected: 
Where does such malice in 
man come from? It is caused by 
sin. Love and sin have met. 
(Diary 408)



άaŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
until it turns to the Fount of 
aȅ aŜǊŎȅΦέ Diary 699

ά¢Ŝƭƭ ŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ 
snuggle close to My merciful 
Heart, and I will fill it -with 
ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ Diary 1074



άtǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜέ LǎŀƛŀƘ 
9:5

άtŜŀŎŜ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΤ 
my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do 
I give it to you. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled or 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ John 14:27

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ 
that you might have 
peace in me. In the world 
you will have trouble, but 
take courage, I have 
ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
John 16:33





In describing mercy, the books of the Old 
Testament use two expressions in particular, 
each having a different semantic nuance. First 
there is the term hesed, which indicates a 
profound attitude of "goodness." When this 
is established between two individuals, they 
do not just wish each other well; they are 
also faithful to each other by virtue of an 
interior commitment, and therefore also by 
virtue of a faithfulness to themselves. Since 
hesedalso means "grace" or "love," this 
occurs precisely on the basis of this fidelity. 

When in the Old Testament the word hesedis 
used of the Lord, this always occurs in 
connection with the covenant that God 
established with Israel. This covenant was, on 
God's part, a gift and a grace for Israel.

St. John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia, note 
52, 1980 



So the LORD passed 
before him and 
proclaimed: The LORD, 
the LORD, a God 
gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and 
abounding in love and 
fidelity
Exodus 34:6



The second word which in the terminology of 
the Old Testament serves to define mercy is 
rahamim. This has a different nuance from that 
of hesed. While hesedhighlights the marks of 
fidelity to self and of "responsibility for one's 
own love" (which are in a certain sense 
masculine characteristics), rahamim, in its very 
root, denotes the love of a mother (rehem= 
mother's womb). From the deep and original 
bond-indeed the unity-that links a mother to 
her child there springs a particular relationship 
to the child, a particular love. Of this love one 
can say that it is completely gratuitous, not 
ƳŜǊƛǘŜŘΣ Χ Lǘ ƛǎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀ ϦŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜϦ 
variation of the masculine fidelity to self 
expressed by hesed. Against this psychological 
background, rahamimgenerates a whole range 
of feelings, including goodness and tenderness, 
patience and understanding, that is, readiness 
to forgive.

St. John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia, note 52, 
1980 



Can a mother forget 
her infant,

be without 
tenderness for the 
child of her womb?

Even should she 
forget,

I will never forget you  

Isaiah 49:15



God is the Father Almighty, whose 
fatherhood and power shed light 
on one another: God reveals his 
fatherly omnipotence by the way 
he takes care of our needs; by the 
filial adoption that he gives us

"I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be my sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor 
6:18; Mt 6:32) 

finally by his infinite mercy, for he 
displays his power at its height by 
freely forgiving sins. (CCC 270)



In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep; 
and the Spirit of God was 
moving over the face of the 
waters. And God said, ά[Ŝǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƭƛƎƘǘέΤ and there 
was light. And God saw that 
the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the 
darkness.

Genesis 1:1-4



Then God said: Let us make human beings in our 
image, after our likeness.  Genesis 1:26

Then the LORD God formed the man out of the dust of 
the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being. Genesis 2:7



The Lord God said to the 
ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘΣ Χ I will put enmity 
between you and the 
woman, and between your 
seed and her seed; he shall 
bruise your head,  and you 
shall bruise his heel. 
Genesis 3:14-15

The LORD God made for the 
man and his wife garments 
of skin, with which he 
clothed them. Genesis 3:21



I will establish my covenant with 
you, that never again shall all 
creatures be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood; there shall not 
be another flood to devastate 
the earth. God said: This is the 
sign of the covenant that I am 
making between me and you 
and every living creature with 
you for all ages to come: I set my 
bow in the clouds to serve as a 
sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth.

Genesis 9:11-13



When Abram was 
ninety-nine years old, 
the LORD appeared to 
Abram and said: I am 
God the Almighty. Walk 
in my presence and be 
blameless. Between you 
and me I will establish 
my covenant, and I will 
multiply you 
exceedingly. Genesis 
17:1-2



As for you, you 
meant evil against 
me; but God meant it 
for good, to bring it 
about that many 
people should be 
kept alive, as they 
are today. 

Genesis 50:20



Then the Lord said, 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
affliction of my 
people who are in 
Egypt, and have 
heard their cry 
because of their 
taskmasters; I know 
their sufferingsέ 
Exodus 3:7



The blood shall be a sign for you, 
upon the houses where you are; 
and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and no plague 
shall fall upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.  Exodus 12:13



ά¢Ƙƻǳ Ƙŀǎǘ ƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ 
steadfast love the people 
whom thou hast redeemed, 
thou hast guided them by 
thy strength to thy holy 
ŀōƻŘŜΦέ  Exodus 15:13



άǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ 
thousands of those who 
love me and keep my 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  Exodus 
20:6



άtŀǊŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
people, I pray thee, according 
to the greatness of thy 
steadfast love, and according 
as thou hast forgiven this 
people, from Egypt even until 
ƴƻǿΦέ  Numbers 14:19



Yet in your great mercy you 
did not completely destroy 
them and did not forsake 
them, for you are a gracious 
and merciful God. 

Nehemiah 9:31



Have mercy on me, God, 
in accord with your 
merciful love;

in your abundant 
compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 

Psalm 51:3



άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 
called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to 
the people, a light to the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ  

Isaiah 42:6



ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ Ŧŀƭƭ 
away and the hills be shaken, 
My love shall never fall away 
from you nor my covenant of 
peace be shaken, says the 
LORD, who has mercy on 
ȅƻǳΦέ  

Isaiah 54:10



In all their affliction he 
was afflicted, and the 
angel of his presence 
saved them; in his love 
and in his pity he 
redeemed them; he 
lifted them up and 
carried them all the days 
of old. Isaiah 63:9



ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
translation of the Greek word eleos. This 
word has the same ultimate root as the 
old Greek word for oil, or more precisely, 
olive oil; a substance which was used 
extensively as a soothing agent for bruises 
and minor wounds. The oil was poured 
onto the wound and gently massaged in, 
thus soothing, comforting and making 
whole the injured part. The Greek words 
ŦƻǊ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΣΩ ŀǊŜ ΨKyrie, eleisonΩ  
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ǎƻƻǘƘŜ ƳŜΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ 
me, take away my pain, show me your 
ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜΦΩ ¢Ƙǳǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΧ ǊŜŦŜǊώǎϐΧ ǘƻ 
the infinite loving-kindness of God, and his 
compassion for his suffering children! It is 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƳŜǊŎȅΧΩέ

from the book Orthodox Worship by Benjamin D. Williams and 
Harold B. Anstall



ά.ǳǘ ŀ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊ 
who came upon him was 
moved with compassion at 
the sight.  He approached 
the victim, poured oil and 
wine over his wounds and 
ōŀƴŘŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  Luke 
10:33-34



ά{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǊ ŀ ǎƻƴ 
and you are to 
name him Jesus, 
because he will save 
his people from 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ

Matthew 1:21

Jesus: in first-
century Judaism the 
Hebrew name 
Joshua (Greek 
LŢǎƻǳǎ) meaning 
ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ƘŜƭǇǎέ ǿŀǎ 
interpreted as 
ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǎŀǾŜǎΦέ



Jesus summoned his 
disciples and said, άaȅ 
heart is moved with pity for 
the crowd, for they have 
been with me now for three 
days and have nothing to 
eat. I do not want to send 
them away hungry, for fear 
they may collapse on the 
ǿŀȅΦέ  Mathew 15:32



ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
merciful, for they 
will be shown 
ƳŜǊŎȅΦέ
Matthew 5:7



So he got up and 
went back to his 
father. While he was 
still a long way off, 
his father caught 
sight of him, and was 
filled with 
compassion. He ran 
to his son, embraced 
him and kissed him.  
Luke 15:20



ǆGbuifs-!gpshjwf!uifn-!uifz!lopx!opu!
xibu!uifz!ep/Ǉ!!Luke 23:34



He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes, 
and there shall be no 
more death or 
mourning, wailing or 
pain, [for] the old 
order has passed 
away. Revelation 21:4



Jansenism, attributed to Cornelius Jansen in 
the 17th century,  was an early modern 
theological movement within Catholicism, 
primarily active in the Kingdom of France, 
that emphasized original sin, human 
depravity, the necessity of divine grace, and 
predestination. It was declared a heresy by 
the Catholic Church.

The heresy of Jansenism, as stated by 
subsequent Roman Catholic doctrine, lay in 
denying the role of free will in the acceptance 
and use of grace. Jansenism asserts that God's 
role in the infusion of grace cannot be 
resisted and does not require human assent. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states 
the orthodox position that "God's free 
initiative demands man's free response"τ
that is, humans freely assent or refuse God's 
gift of grace.


