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Congratulations! We at St. Michael's would like to express our well-wishes and

encouragement during this exciting time in your life as a couple entering into

marriage. As you may already know, preparing for your sacramental marriage can

be daunting, and so we want to give you this guide to make you aware of many

things that must be completed prior to your wedding day. The purpose of this

document is to give you some background to help you understand the

requirements and documents leading to receiving the sacrament, and to prepare

for your life-long marriage.

Purpose
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Preparing for Marriage
A wedding is one of the most important events in a person's life. It involves a great deal of planning to

proceed in the best and most memorable way. However, remember that marriage is much more than a

single day of rejoicing. The wedding is a grace-giving sacramental change in state of a couple's

relationship in the presence of clergy, family, and friends who gather as witnesses. The ceremony is a

public event, as it must be witnessed in order for the marriage to be legally recognized. For a Catholic

wedding, it celebrates the holy union of a loving bride and husband who vow to spend a lifetime of

mutual self-giving and to grow with one another with the blessing of God, through the Church.

 

This document contains most of the information necessary to prepare for your wedding and marriage.

Contacts can be found at the end of this document to address and support you need.

Meetings and Documents
First Interview
During this interview, a priest or deacon – who will work collaboratively

with you through the entire marriage process – will welcome you. At

this first interview, a formal accompaniment relationship between you

and the Church community is established and some diocesan

marriage forms are completed.

 

Demographic and religious practice information for the couple, their

parents, and their witnesses is documented at this meeting. Be

prepared to discuss the following:

Date and time for the wedding and wedding rehearsal

Saturday weddings are typically at noon, 1 p.m., or 2 p.m. being

the latest

Sundays weddings are not permitted

Mass or Liturgy of the Word wedding celebration

The first interview gathers all the
preliminary details that will set the

direction for the entire of the
marriage preparation journey.



Consideration of location within the parish

Day Chapel seats 160 people

Sanctuary (main body of the church) seats 1,200 people

Typical free-will offering (excludes music and technical support)

Day Chapel $100

Main sanctuary $200

Priest or Deacon who you would like to have officiate (may change depending on their availability)

Bride and groom's contact information, as well as your birth, baptismal, and confirmation information

Parents of the bride and groom, their birth and religion information

Witness' contact information (e.g. Maid of Honour and/or the Best Man)

Consideration of marriage preparation programs that must be taken

Completion of forms to begin processes to seek dispensations or permissions relating to previous

marriages, religious affiliations, personal commitments, and familial relationships where applicable.
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Previously married: this may involve the need to petition the Interdiocesan Tribunal for a degree of n

You will be given a Freedom to Marry Form to be taken and returned once completed

Freedom to Marry Form: this document certifies the freedom and willingness for the couple to marr

If appropriate, you will be given a copy of a Book of Readings from which to choose the readings and oth

Meetings and Documents
Second Interview
The second interview takes place after the couple completes the marriage preparation program. Be

prepared to discuss the following:

Recent baptismal certificates (Catholic or non-Catholic)

For Catholics: an original, sealed version WITH NOTATIONS produced no sooner than 6

months prior to the wedding date

For non-Catholics: a copy of the non-Catholic baptismal certificate is acceptable

Completed Freedom to Marry forms

Individual interviews of the bride and groom

Finalize the music and confirm contact with the sound technician

If a wedding Mass is to take place, arrange the necessary participants for the wedding ceremony

(Eucharistic Ministers can be arranged through the parish office)
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Finalize selection of readings and prayers, and have selected the proclaimers who will read them

Review the decorations selected for the church, as well as guidelines for photographers and/or

videographers

Discuss the wedding entrance procession

Discuss receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation before receiving the sacrament of Matrimony

Finalize the time and place for the rehearsal, and who will be officiating at your ceremony

Submit the marriage license to the parish at least 10 business days before the wedding date,

accompanied with the legal names, addresses, and phone numbers of two witnesses.

Your Responsibility
as the Marrying Couple
• You are responsible to gather certificates of baptism with notations no

earlier than six months prior to the wedding date.

 

• Baptismal Certificate: Both parties will contact their church of record –

where the baptism took place. Non-Catholics are also required to submit a

certificate if they were baptized. Ensure that the full address of the baptismal

place, including the postal code, is included in the certificate. If one of the

parties is not Catholic, then the original baptismal certificate can be

submitted. Let us know promptly if it is impossible to gain your baptismal

certificate as other means may be possible.

• Marriage License: You are responsible to obtain and submit a marriage license from the proper jurisdiction (e.g.

Alberta Registries) and to provide it to the appropriate place (e.g. Parish Office) well in advance of the wedding. In

Alberta, a marriage license can be obtained by both the bride and groom from any registry office and, at the time of

writing, must be purchased within 90 days of the intended wedding date. A marriage license that is older than 90 days at
the time of the wedding is invalid. For St. Michael Catholic Community, this document must be given to the parish office

at least 10 business days prior to the wedding for processing.

 

• Marriage preparation program and certificate: This certificate is provided by the marriage preparation program

administrator upon successful completion. A copy of the certificate is required prior to the second interview with
the priest or deacon.

 

The preferred approach is for couples to complete the mentor-style marriage preparation program offered at St.

Michael's. There are two other Diocese-approved programs that are possible and should be discussed with the priest

or deacon prior to registering.

 

• Pastor's permission: You are to get your pastor's permission if you are parishioners of St. Michael's and wish to

marry in another location (including destination weddings); or if you wish to have a non-St. Michael's priest or deacon

officiate the wedding at St. Michael's.

As the marrying couple, please look
after these items that you are

responsible for to ensure that your
preparation goes smoothly.
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• All original paperwork (including recent baptism certificates)

The cleric's name to officiate and witness the marriage

Address of the parish with postal code

Name of the Diocese

Chancellor's contact information
• Any additional information beyond RC Diocese of Calgary requirements that is requested from the

foreign Diocese (where the marriage will take place)

Special note: If you wish to have a destination wedding, you are strongly advised to check with the Government of Canada to
ensure what will be required of you. The requirements of the Catholic Church in Alberta may not satisfy civil laws and criteria
in some foreign jurisdictions. It should also be noted that not all destination wedding locations are recognized in Canada as a
valid marriage.

• A separate letter including:

• Destination wedding: If the wedding will take place outside of the country, all required documentation must be

submitted and all forms completed at least five months in advance of the wedding. This is to ensure that all

requirements at the destination location are identified and that the necessary documentation is accurately prepared.

Furthermore, the diocese requires additional processes for destination weddings. The following documents are to be

gathered by you and brought to St. Michael's who will review and send to the Chancellor of the Diocese:

Music

Music is a fundamental part of the Catholic tradition for Liturgical and Sacramental ceremonies. It is

essential that the music played at the wedding represents the mystery of God's love and his relationship

with his people. We understand that there may be an ideal song which represents your love; however, it

would be more appropriate to play it at the reception.

 

All music must be pre-approved by our Music Director, Jim Howells. You can find his contact

information at the end of this document.
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Audio-Visual Wedding Policy
Only our in-house tech is allowed to operate all our audio-visual

equipment. You need to contact our Technical Director well in

advance to plan your wedding. You can find his contact information

at the end of this document.

Photography and Videography
St. Michael's does not offer photography or videography services.

Therefore, if you wish to have these services at your wedding, you

must do so on your own accord. There are a few restrictions and

requirements that the photographer and/or videographer must

follow and be aware of before the wedding celebration:

Only your designated wedding photographer will be taking photos

Photographers are not allowed to be on the altar before, during, and after the ceremony

Photographers should try to remain in one place for the ceremony, but can move for key

parts of the wedding rite, such as the vow and ring exchange; however, the individual must

still be mindful of the officiating clergy and stay out of the way of the congregation and be

respectful of the wedding party.

There is dimmable lighting in our day chapel and sanctuary, which can be set to your preference. No

The parish can record an audio file of the ceremony. You must request this service from the Technical

Director in advance. The audio recording will be sent to you and/or the videographer within one week

of the ceremony.

Marriage Rite Rehearsal & Preparation
It is important that all people who will actively participate in the wedding ceremony be present and

arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the rehearsal.

The rehearsal is typically held in the evening 1-2 days before the wedding day. The entire

wedding party, proclaimers, extraordinary ministers of communion, gift bearers,

photography/video, and the parents of the bride and groom will be present.

A parish technical person will attend the rehearsal based on A/V requirements and whether

or not the couple feel that it is necessary. This should be discussed in advance with the

Technical Director.

Anything already located in the Sanctuary/Day Chapel may not be moved or replaced.

You are responsible to bring copies of the readings and Prayers of Intercession.

Kyle De Jaegher, our Technical
Director, will work with you to
ensure that any A/V needs are

looked after.
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Entrance Procession
The bride and groom are the presiders of the marriage rite. From the current rite of marriage, all people

enter the church through the same door, in one procession. The officiating priest or deacon always

leads the procession. At the end of the celebration, the bride and groom lead the recession out of the

church and are followed by the congregation. The officiating clergy remains behind.

Plan #1
 

First to enter:
Priest/Deacon

Ring bearer and flower bearers

Groomsmen and Bridal Party

Groom with parents

Bride with parents

Plan #2
 

First to enter:
Priest/Deacon

Ring bearer and flower bearers

Groomsmen and Bridal Party

Parents of the Groom

Parents of the Bride

Bride and Groom

It is recommended that ring and flower bearers should be at least four years old. They can

be accompanied by an adult during the procession.

Pets or stuffed animals are NOT permitted.

Any special requests must be discussed and approved by the officiating clergy prior to the

wedding rehearsal.

Readings
Readings are taken from the booklet you receive at the first interview. You need to inform both the

parish and officiating clergy of your selection ahead of time.

Decorations
All the liturgical elements on the altar must remain present and undisturbed. Please be mindful of the

following decorations guidelines:

Aisle runners are unnecessary, and may not be placed in the sanctuary or Day Chapel.

 

     (continued on next page)
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Day of the Marriage Ceremony
The church will be opened at least one hour before the ceremony.

Flowers and arrangements: flower arrangements are allowed in the sanctuary, on the

condition that: 1) They are placed where indicated by staff to ensure they do not obstruct, 2)

Flowers are not placed on the altar, and that 3) Flowers and arrangements on the floor

adjacent to the altar are not taller than the altar. Flowers are also allowed in the aisles as

long as they are in tip-proof containers. Lastly, please note that petals sprinkled along the

aisle are not permitted.

Pew bows may be attached to the seats with either elastic, ribbon, or string (tape and push

pins are not permitted).

The following items are not permitted: additional candles (due to safety reasons), arches,

confetti, rice, balloons, or birdseed.

Florists, photographers, and others can prepare for the celebration during this time.

The participants in the wedding must arrive at the church 45 minutes prior to the

ceremony, while the bridal party must arrive 30 minutes before.

The ceremony will start promptly at the scheduled time, as it is very likely that another

celebration will be scheduled to follow.

Arrange for people to clean up and exit the church within half an hour after the ceremony

to allow for the next celebration to prepare.

Here at St. Michael's, we want to journey with you not only during your wedding preparation but also

after your wedding. Marriage is a lifelong commitment, and we want to help you in your relationship as

husband and wife. Visit saintmichael.ca/marriage for info on marriage support.

After the Wedding
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Frequently Asked Questions
I want to marry someone who is not Catholic and doesn't want to become a Catholic. Can I get married at St. Michael's?
Yes, you can. Just keep in mind that one of the elements of a Catholic marriage is doing one's best to raise your

children in the Catholic faith. A topic you and your spouse-to-be will need to discuss as you prepare for marriage is

how you'll celebrate faith between yourselves and your children.

 

I've been living with my fiancé for a little while. Do we need to take a marriage preparation course?
Yes, you do. The marriage preparation program brings up topics that you may not have considered, such as children,

finances, employment, and faith in the relationship. There are a number of options that our Marriage Ministry

coordinators can suggest to you.

 

We are married, but not in a Catholic Church. Can we have our marriage blessed in the Catholic Church?
Yes, it is possible through a process called convalidation. Mention this to our Marriage Ministry coordinators who will

work with you.

 

I've been married before. Does this affect getting married at St. Michael's?
Yes, it does. The Catholic Church believes that all marriages are valid unless it's proven otherwise. Invalid cases can

include those where a Catholic marries civilly or in a non-Catholic church without the bishop's permission, or if the

person married someone who was already married. Please share the details of your situation with the Marriage

Ministry coordinators so you can look at how to freely marry in the Catholic Church.

 

I want a destination wedding, but also want the Church’s blessing.  Is this possible? 
Yes.  Please share the details with the Marriage Ministry coordinators about your desire and they will help you collect

documentation that needs to be sent to the Chancellor of the Diocese. If the wedding will take place outside of the

country, all required documentation must be submitted and all forms completed at least five months in advance of the

wedding. This is to ensure that all requirements at the destination location are identified and that the necessary

documentation is accurately prepared. The requirements of the Catholic Church in Alberta may not satisfy civil laws

and criteria in some foreign jurisdictions. You are strongly advised to check with the Government of Canada to ensure

what will be required of you. Not all locations for destination weddings are recognized in Canada as valid marriages. 

 

I want to get married on a Sunday. Is it possible?
Unfortunately, no.  Most Catholic churches and clergy are too busy to celebrate weddings on Sunday.  

 

I attend St Michael’s but want to get married in another Catholic church. Is it possible?
Sure — we can help you with that, though it’ll take some time.  Contact our Marriage Ministry to help you. 

 

My fiancé is not Catholic and we would like to celebrate our wedding in his or her place of worship, but I want the church’s
blessing.  Is it possible?
Yes, it is possible.  You’ll want to obtain a permission called Dispensation from Canonical Form. Our Marriage Ministry

coordinators will help you with this process.

 

I want to write my own vows for the Catholic wedding. Can I do it?
Though they’re very brief, a Catholic wedding’s vows include some very profound promises: 

- "Have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?"
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- "Will you honour each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?"

- "Will you accept children lovingly from God, and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?"

- You’ll also promise:  “I (name), take you, (name), to be my wife/husband. I promise to be true to you in good times and

in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honour you all the days of my life.”

 

So, the answer is no.  However, a more suitable time to share your own vows could be at the wedding reception. 

 

Can I select some of my favourite music in place of any religious music?
All Catholic church music is composed to praise God and affirm Catholic theology. It is essential that the music played

at the wedding represent the mystery of God's love and his relationship with his people. We understand that there

may be an ideal song which represents your love; however, it would be more appropriate to play it at the reception.

Please share your preferences with our Music Director who will work with you to select and approve your music

selections.
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Marriage Checklist
Between 9 and 12 months prior to the wedding:

☐ Contact the Marriage Ministry at marriage@saintmichael.ca to express your interest in marriage

☐ Arrange for first interview with the Marriage Ministry coordinators

             ☐ Choose potential wedding and rehearsal dates for either the main Sanctuary or Day Chapel

☐ Register and complete a Marriage Preparation Course

             ☐ Upon completion, contact the Marriage Ministry to book your second interview

Between 4-6 months prior to the wedding

☐ Have your second interview with Marriage Coordinators

             ☐ Return your signed Freedom to Marry forms

             ☐ Return your signed Freedom to Marry forms

             ☐ Bring in Baptismal Certificates, with notations and church seal for Catholic parties

             ☐ Complete remaining marriage forms and validate witness' full contact information

             ☐ Choose entrance procession

             ☐ Review church decorations, music, AV and photographer/videographer guidelines

             ☐ Select readings, prayers, readers, and Eucharistic Ministers (if ceremony includes Mass)

☐ Meet with the parish's Music Director and finalize music selections

☐ Meet with the parish's Technical Director to discuss any A/V matters

Up to 90 days prior to the wedding

☐ Ensure marriage paperwork is completed for any Diocese approvals or permissions

☐ Send Marriage License to the parish secretary

             ☐ Get the license from a registry office no earlier than 90 days prior to the wedding

             ☐ Drop off the license at least two weeks prior to the wedding date

             ☐ Check-in  with the parish secretary to ensure all paperwork is complete and that marriage can 

 take place when the license is dropped off

Day of the wedding

☐ Participants in the wedding must arrive at the church 45 minutes prior to the ceremony, and the bridal

party must arrive 30 minutes before

☐ Arrange for people to clean up and exit the church within half an hour after the ceremony

☐ Relax and celebrate your ceremony! 

☐ Pay invoice



Pastor
Fr. John Nemanic

frjohn@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 108

Associate Pastor
Fr. Pilmaiken Lezano

frpilmaiken@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 104

Deacon
Rev. Mr. Art Beaubien

deaconart@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 106

Contact
You can direct all wedding inquiries to our parish secretary, Luisa Adams, who will then connect you with one of

our priests who will guide you in the preparation process.

Parish Secretary
Luisa Adams

marriage@saintmichael.ca

Mailing Address
St. Michael Catholic Community

800 85 Street SW

Calgary, AB T3H 4C7

 

Office: 403-249-0423

Fax: 403-249-1031

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 

8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

 

Fridays:

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed on weekends and holidays

Marriage Ministry support roles

Secratary
Luisa Adams

ladams@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 115

Technical Director
Kyle De Jaegher

kdejaegher@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 103

Music Director
Jim Howells

jhowells@saintmichael.ca

Ext. 113
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