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What’s our “Mission”?
Organizations, conscious of their purpose, have their respective “mission” statement. The mission statement is the principle of operation, the inspiration and basis of
their various programs and activities.
We, as a community at St. Michael’s, have our own mission statement. “SMCC is a
spirit-filled church where all may experience that they are seen, known and loved by
God, and who share this encounter with others.” Our community “vision” is “to be
Calgary’s model field hospital because each believer is a medic sent out to warm the
hearts and heal the wounds of those suffering in life.”
World Mission Sunday is an opportunity to re-affirm our sense of mission as a church
community. It is not so much about the special contribution we make for the missionary efforts of the church. It is more about our sense of being sent to proclaim the
Good News in our own lives. The word “mission” comes from a Latin term meaning
“being sent”. Our mission as church is about service and sacrifice. It is about offering
our lives in love and service of others.
In today’s gospel, Bartimeus, grateful for having his sight back, follows Jesus on the
road to Jerusalem. He is now on a “mission”, a fearless disciple of Jesus, ready to
share whatever fate awaited Jesus in Jerusalem. Like Bartimeus, are we spirit-filled
and ready to share our encounter with God with others? Do we see ourselves as medics sent to warm the hearts and heal the wounds of those suffering in life?
“Lord Jesus, heal our spiritual blindness. Give us the courage to follow you faithfully on
the road to life. Give us strength to live for you day by day in the loving service of our
brothers and sisters. Be on the road of life our peace and our joy. Amen.”
FrEdmund@saintmichael.ca.
Mass Schedule for this Weekend:
Saturday, October 23, 5 p.m. —Fr. Raul Hernandez
Sunday, October 24, 9 a.m.—Fr. Raul Hernandez
Sunday, October 24, 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.—Fr. Edmund Vargas
All Soul’s Day
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed is celebrated on November 2. The
month of November is Remembrance month. In our faith, we remember our loved
ones who have gone before marked with the sign of faith. A Book of Remembrance
will be available to write the names of our loved ones, to be included in our community intercession. There are two Masses for the day: 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Gift offerings for
All Souls Day will be shared with parishes in need of Mass stipends.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord! And let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Glad to have you here!
We welcome new parishioners and visitors. We’d
love to see you again! Please register at the
Parish Office, or online at saintmichael.ca

Connect with us
Follow us on social media at @saintmichael.ca
Also, join Flocknote by texting SMCYYC to 514900-0130 or by visiting flocknote.com/smcyyc.

Church Schedule
Subject to change

Weekday & Weekend Masses:
Tuesday to Friday: 9 a.m.
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., & 5 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. live stream
at saintmichael.ca/Mass or on Facebook Live
Reconciliation:
Fridays: 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
or by appointment
Eucharistic Adoration:
Due to the new Covid restrictions Adoration on
Fridays is being suspended until further notice
Office Hours:
Tues-Fri from 9:30 a.m. to noon

Home & Hospital Visits
If you or someone you know is sick, cannot make
it to Mass, and needs Anointing of the Sick and/
or Holy Communion, we can arrange to have one
of our priests visit them. Please call the Parish
Office at 403-249-0423 to schedule a visit.
Diocese of Calgary 24-hour emergency
Priest paging hotline: 403-231-9505.
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Events and Announcements
We are Hiring
We are currently hiring for an Operations Manager at St. Michael’s. Please visit the Calgary Diocese website at www.catholicyyc.ca/
careers.to view the job posting.
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
Big thanks to all St. Michael parishioners for supporting the Society of St. Vincent de Paul! During the month of September we
helped 17 families in need (23 adults and 14 children). We are now preparing for this year’s Christmas Hamper distribution. As
the COVID cases remain high, we expect the need to increase as well.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS. If you are interested, contact us by email SSVP@saintmichael.ca or 403-249-0423 ext 122.
DONATIONS OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS can be dropped off in the SSVP Food Chest in the church Gathering Area or make arrangements at SSVP@saintmichael.ca. Currently we are looking for: cereal, pasta sauce, canned vegetables and canned fish/meat.
MONETARY DONATIONS can be deposited in the drop-box in the Food Chest or by online donations through the St. Michaels Parish website saintmichael.ca/giving/. Please indicate funds are for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the drop-down menu.
If you or anyone you know needs assistance, please contact us at SSVP@saintmichael.ca or 403-249-0423 ext 122.
SSVP Christmas Hampers:
We are happy to announce that St. Michaels Christmas Hamper will have distributions this year. Due to COVID restrictions, we will have a
smaller event, but we need your assistance more than ever as requests for help at Christmas are coming in. SSVP is working to meet the
needs and deliver hampers while maintaining the safety of our volunteers and recipients.
This year, we’re unable to handle food donations but we will process Angel Tree gifts. SSVP will purchase all required food from our
wholesaler and would welcome your support for this in the form of monetary donations. Donations to SSVP may be dropped in the collection basket, placed in a green SSVP donation envelope and dropped at the church in the SSVP locked box located in our Food Chest, or
made online: Donate Now– St. Michael Catholic Community (Canadahelps.org). Tax receipts will be issued in January 2022 for any monetary donations.
Gifts for children: In addition to the Angel tree we will be providing gift cards to families with children. Walmart and Superstore gift cards
in the amount of $35 are needed for this purpose. Any donations may be dropped at the parish office, labeled SSVP Christmas Hamper
Donation, or placed in the locked box located in our SSVP collection bin Food Chest.
If you would like to volunteer or have any questions, please contact SSVP@saintmichael.ca
Further details will be made available as we complete our plans.

Partnership of Hope
St. Michael’s Partnership of Hope announces the arrival on October 28, 2021, of Joseph and Ameneh (Maryem),
daughters Ghazal (Grace) 16 yrs and Ava (Lydia) 10 yrs. In 2008, when the family began to hear about Jesus Christ,
they began to study and pray. When their families learned of this, they were subject to persecution and threats on
their lives thus it made it unsafe to stay in their native Iran. The family escaped to Turkey in 2017 and registered with
the UN as refugees. The family continued to study the Catholic faith with the help of the Sisters and Priests of St. Paul’s Church in Konya.
Sent to Isparta by the immigration authorities, they found life very difficult. As refugees they were not allowed to work and any odd jobs
they found were poorly compensated. The children had been mistreated by the school and their peers. They were forced to take religion
courses in Islam. Now, they are very excited to start their new life in Canada and to be welcomed and become part of the St. Michael’s
Community. Financial contributions as well as donations of household items, clothing, and gift cards for groceries are in need. Tax receipts will be issued for the donations. Please contact Jocelyn Fitzgerald at cefitz@shaw.ca or 403-650-9741.
Healing Lines
Myth: The power of God alone will change the situation. Reality: By “turning it all to God”, the individual avoids the help that God sends
through the hands and hearts of other human beings, whether they be social workers, ministers, friends, other family members or counsellors. It is a fallacy to assume that God works WITHOUT any effort on the part of human beings. We are created to be responsible
selves, and thus obligated to use the gifts for healing that God places before us in this life. And for the person who has acted abusively,
accepting responsibility is the first step towards changing their behavior patterns. (Mary Potter Engel on Christian Myths about Abuse).

St. Michael Catholic Community | 800 85 St. SW, Calgary, AB T3H 4C7 | 403-249-0423 | www.saintmichael.ca

Fr. Edmund’s Pastoral Updates
Tuesday Mass at 6 p.m. On Tuesday, November 2, All Souls Day, the weekday Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. This is to provide the opportunity for various ministries who meet on a Tuesday night to celebrate the Eucharist. Going forward, Tuesday daily Mass will
be celebrated at 6 p.m. only. There will be no 9 a.m. Mass.
Liturgy 101 with Fr Edmund will be held in the Main Sanctuary on Saturday, November 13, 6-7 p.m. after the 5 p.m. Mass, Sunday November 14, noon-1 p.m. after the 11 a.m. Mass and Sunday, November 14, 6-7 p.m. after the 5 p.m. Mass. The session will focus on basic liturgical guidelines on celebrations, worship space designs and furnishings. The gathering provides an open forum. This continuing dialogue/formation strives to eventually come up with comprehensive program and protocols for various ministries which can be helpful in
our volunteer campaign, training & evaluation.
A Pastoral Council will be formed to serve as an interim consultative entity to review parish policies and recommend pastoral approaches. A Liturgy Committee will also be organized to coordinate the various liturgical ministries in our common efforts towards meaningful
celebrations in accordance with liturgical guidelines. If you deem yourself or somebody else to be a good fit for the volunteer position,
please contact Fr. Edmund directly. A Flower ministry has been designated on an interim basis, as an initial move to organize the various
liturgical ministries.
Waiving of fees. Effective immediately, the fees for Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation will no longer be mandated. Any voluntary gift is optional and is appreciated. The fees for weddings and funerals can be waived on a case-to-case basis, depending
on the capacity of the family to afford the stipulated fees. The fee for the Declaration of Nullity for a Marriage is no longer mandated by
the diocese, but is purely voluntary to cover costs of the canonical process. This means that families still have the option to offer any voluntary offering or gift in celebration of the respective sacraments. The change should make it clear to families that there are no “payments”
required to receive the sacraments which are not for sale. Families who cannot afford the usual fees should not be deprived of the preparation and reception of the sacraments. Families who can afford more than what is usually required have the opportunity to contribute more
to cover those families who cannot, at the current time, only afford less or none. This is all about our sense of community: helping and supporting one another in our common journey of faith. This is what becoming church is all about. Those who have more in life have the Christian responsibility to help with the needs of those who have less.
Blessing for Anniversary Couples. At the end of the Masses during the last weekend of every month, couples, who are celebrating their
wedding anniversary during the month, will be invited to come forward to receive a Special Blessing. This is a way to celebrate Marriage as
an essential component aspect of our life as a Christian community. Marriage is instrumental in the procreation of children which is part of
the essence of the sacrament, alongside with love and unity.
The Stations of the Cross will be installed in the Main Sanctuary by the end of the year. A particular donation for this particular purpose
was made in 2019. After review and approval by the Liturgical Design and Architectural Advisory Committee of the diocese last October 5,
we have ordered the set. The Stations of the Cross, specially carved in lindenwood and depicted in color paint, 20” by 18” in size, remind us
of Christ’s passion and death which we re-enact at every Eucharistic celebration. When we pray the Stations of the Cross, we commemorate Christ’s salvific sacrifice to save us from sin and death. The 14 stations will be installed in the divider walls on both sides of the altar
area. The 15th station (The Resurrection) will be placed in the inside transept wall of the sanctuary entrance.
The current Priests’ Residence will shortly be listed for sale. All the required diocesan approvals have been obtained as of October 12. Our
priests will reside in the former rectory on the church property. Net of the sale will help pay back the church loan which covered the purchase of the current residence. At this time, the move is for better management of our church resources. When the need to develop the
property where the rectory sits arises according a proposed Strategic Plan, a new Priests’ Residence will be considered accordingly.
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E-Transfer
You can now donate using e-transfer service. Sign in to your own banking
institution and e-transfer the amount to isupport@saintmichael.ca.

Text to Donate
Don’t carry cash? You can now use text messaging to donate any amount to St. Michael’s. To set up your account,
text give to 438 700-8739 and follow the prompt. Once
you’re in, text any amount to the same number—anytime.

Sexual abuse in the Church
Many suffer in silence. Perhaps you are affected by the
news of sexual abuse of minors in the Church; perhaps
you are a sexual abuse survivor or a relative of a friend
of someone who was abused; perhaps you know about
an abuse; perhaps you have sexually abused someone…
Break the cycle of silence: you can choose to talk about
it. Call the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary’s hotline
at 1 833-547-8360. To report sexual abuse, call the
police at 1 403-266-1234.

Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 23
5 p.m.: Lito Bautista †
Sunday, October 24: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9 a.m.: Cesare Romano †
11 a.m.: For all Parishioners
5 p.m.: Ursula Vargas †
Monday, October 25
9 a.m.: Deogracias Delfin †
Tuesday, October 26
9 a.m.: Dino Rejoj †
Wednesday, October 27
9 a.m.: Meynard Encarnacion †
Thursday, October 28
9 a.m.: Florentino Sofiz Borromeo †
Friday, October 29
9 a.m.: Intentions of Iluminada & Maria Aragon
Saturday, October 30
5 p.m.: Chow Sing King †
Sunday, October 31: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
9 a.m.: Robert Housman †
11 a.m.: For all Parishioners
5 p.m.: Rocky Devasy †
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Eternal Springs Columbarium

Pray for our Seminarians

The Columbarium at St. Michael’s offers a consecrated and sacred
space where the cremated remains of departed loved ones rest in
perpetuity. For pricing or more information, please email
columbarium@saintmichael.ca.

Peter An, Mark Kostecky, James Schnitzler, Matthew
Schnitzler, Ian Mahood, Santiago Torres

For general inquiries: info@saintmichael.ca
403-249-0423

Please Pray For:
Lillian Anderson
Micheline Bird
Mary Devroom
Dr. Rachel
Diego Gomez
Jun & Lynn Guevarra
John David Haw
Austen Hill

Contact us

Pastor Fr. Edmund Vargas
fredmund@saintmichael.ca

William Hill
Sierra Knight
Rosemarie Magno
Norma Padolina
Lawrence Raffin
Nina Robledo
Hazel Tolentino
Carlos Useche

Associate Pastor Fr. Raul Hernandez
frraul@saintmichael.ca
Parish Secretary Luisa Adams
ladams@saintmichael.ca
Bookkeeper Michelle Gregory
mgregory@saintmichael.ca
Sacraments Preparation Francesca Ambrosino
Coordinator fambrosino@saintmichael.ca

For the Souls of:

Technical Kyle De Jaegher
Director kdejaegher@saintmichael.ca

Pat Biss
Robert Housman

A View of Our Finances
Gifts to the Parish: Septenber 2021
July

August

September

Collections

$82,596

$82,649

$80,777

Operating Costs

$87,492

$70,964

$69,959

Surplus (shortfall) YTD Operating Costs

($4,896)

$11,685

$10,818

$19,672

$16,109

$11,467

$5,415,588

$5,415,588

$5,395,519

Together in Action Collections YTD

$39,223

$39,958

$42,245

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

$17,541

$18,739

$19,559

General Collections

Central Fund Loan (Mortgage)
Building Fund Collections
Building Loan Interest — none
Surplus Mortgage Repayment or (shortfall)
Current Loan Balance
Diocesan Annual Campaign

If you have any questions, please contact Michael McGee, Finance Council Chair at finance@saintmichael.ca.
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